Summer, 2006

Parkwood Resident's Association

Next Meeting:
Wednesday, June 7 at 7:30
Kensington Park Library

New PRA Officers Elected at March 21 Meeting
Congratulations to our newly elected officers of Parkwood Residents Association:
•
President:
Kira Lueders
•
Vice President:
Maryann Dillon (2nd term)
•
Secretary:
Brenda Marshall (2nd term)
•
Treasurer:
Paula Flicker
And many thanks to our outgoing officers for the tremendous job they’ve done building up PRA to the successful neighborhood association it is today:
•
Outgoing President:
Liz Brennan
•
Outgoing Treasurer:
Chris St. Clair

Citizens Against Beltway Expansion (CABE) to Present at 6/7 PRA Meeting
Those attending our March 21 meeting know we had a spirited discussion about current studies to widen the Beltway. PRA members passed a motion at that meeting to oppose Beltway expansion, and authorized the PRA
to send a representative, Marion Woods-Lubbert, to attend the next meeting of Citizens Against Beltway Expansion, or CABE (formerly called the Rock Creek Coalition), an association of civic groups adjacent to the
Beltway in Montgomery County. That meeting is to be held May 30, and we will have a full update at our June 7 meeting.
Joe Davies of CABE was unable to attend our March 21 meeting, and so will provide an update at our June 7 meeting. Sue Rajan, Project Manager of the Capital Beltway Project of the Maryland Department of
Transportation, was invited to attend as well, but informed us that MDOT is in the middle of some studies and will not be ready for any public presentations until Spring 2007.
As way of background, the Maryland State Highway Administration is studying a plan to widen the road to ten lanes, of which four would be toll lanes built and managed by a private company. On January 24, County
Council President George L. Leventhal and Council Member Steven A. Silverman joined CABE in a press conference to express firm opposition to Beltway widening. Council members Floreen and Perez have also
expressed strong support for CABE’s position. For more information, please visit the PRA website at www.parkwoodresidents.org and download both the State Highway Administration report and link to the CABE website.

President’s Message:
As those of you who attended the PRA meeting in March know, I was elected president primarily because no one else volunteered to take the job. The lack of volunteers was rather surprising, since there are many talented
people in Parkwood. Perhaps there was just a feeling in the community that it would be hard to follow Liz Brennan, who has so ably and enthusiastically revived the PRA over the past years. Liz offered to do some hand
holding in getting me started, and also to continue to be in charge of issues relating to politics and Kensington-Parkwood school, for which I am most grateful. I value the PRA, and didn't want to see it fade away. To me the
spirit of our neighborhood comes through especially well in the listserve, on which many of us exchange information that benefits all of us. If you haven't joined, I encourage you to do so. The Parkwood web site,
maintained by Peter Mansbach, is also a great resource with links to sites all of us need at various times.
I became a resident of Parkwood in 1967 when my husband and I bought our house at 10112 Wildwood Road. At that time, Dresden Street went from Cedar Lane to the corner of Wildwood, and there were woods behind
our house. I worked for 43 years at the NIH, where I was a biochemist doing basic research. I joined the PRA to make Parkwood aware of plans by NIH to build a facility for bioterrorism research, which I believed would
be more appropriately placed in a less populated area than ours, and I represented PRA on the NIH Community Liason Council for several years. In spite of our and many other neighborhood protests, that building is
scheduled to open soon, but our efforts did result in considerable enhancements to the safety of Bldg 33. Since I retired in April 2005, I have been able to enjoy being a full-time gardener. This was one reason I volunteered
to collect information on trees in Parkwood that needed attention for various reasons, including wire issues, and many of you send me e-mails about your trees. The response of various parties (PEPCO, Verizon, Comcast,
Montgomery County) to these issues has been less than impressive, but are still works in progress. In the future we have a number of issues of concern to the neighborhood that we hope to discuss at one of our quarterly
meetings, including Beltway widening, traffic control in the neighborhood, and lingering problems at the new school building. I hope to see you at the meetings and welcome your input.
Kira Lueders
kklarl@yahoo.com

Circle Manor Update
Montgomery County and the Town of Kensington held a public meeting in May to discuss options for preserving Circle Manor in historic Kensington, now that the County has agreed to purchase the property through its
Legacy Open Space program. While there is no consensus on redeveloped uses, citizens expressed desires to preserve the historic structures and green space. The Montgomery County Planning Board has not yet voted on
any plans for redevelopment. Citizens have expressed opposition to redevelopment into affordable or senior housing, a restaurant, or mixed use such as a bed and breakfast. Given the extensive rehabilitation needs of the
property, coupled with limited uses likely to be supported and the costs of ongoing maintenance, developing economically viable plans for this property will continue to be a challenge.

2006 Highway Mobility Report:
Montgomery County Park & Planning just completed the 2006 Highway Mobility Report (formerly known as the Annual Development and Congestion Report). It's the third year of this report which identifies the most
congested intersections in the County. Connecticut Avenue at University is ranked eighth most congested, up from 62nd in 2005, a result of increased volumes in both directions. Here is the link to the report:
http://www.mc-mncppc.org/Transportation/hmr/index.shtm

Renew Montgomery Program:
On March 19, Liz Brennan, outgoing President of the PRA, sent the following letter to Thomas Pogue of Montgomery County Department of Public Works. Excerpts are as follows:
Dear Mr. Pogue:
The Parkwood Residents Association was formally notified by the County about the Renew Montgomery Program in March 2005. We have gone through a thoughtful and deliberate evaluation process including
discussions at our meetings and notifications in our newsletter. On behalf of the Parkwood Residents I am pleased to submit the following for consideration under the Renew Montgomery Program:
Pedestrian Safety: With the completion of the Grosvenor Metro parking lot, Parkwood has experienced an increased amount of high-speed cut through traffic, most especially on Saul Road. We are
requesting additional stop signs at the intersections of Saul and Wildwood and Saul and Woodfield… Crosswalks are needed at…Cedar Lane & Clearbrook, Dresden, Everett, Franklin, Glenridge and Delmont.
Tree Maintenance: The attached spreadsheet provides information on street trees that are touching service lines. Please note that the lines are not PEPCO as we have had them out to Parkwood twice this
past year to trim trees that were touching their lines…
Traffic Gridlock: As a result of the new Grosvenor Metro lot we are now experiencing significantly increased traffic headed north on Beech Drive toward Rockville Pike…. We would like a slight roadway
widening so that there is a dedicated lane to go north on Rockville Pike (toward the new Metro lot/Strathmore, etc) from Beech Drive this bottleneck would be somewhat relieved.
Storm Water Drainage is an issue at the corner of Beech Drive and Franklin Street
Our residents are excited that our turn has finally arrived and that these long waited issues will be addressed. If you have any questions or need additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Sincerely,
Liz Brennan
President
Parkwood Residents Association
Cc: Doug Duncan, County Executive
Tom Perez, Councilmember, District 5
Nancy Floreen, At-Large Councilmember, Transportation and Environment Committee

Kensington Parkwood Elementary School Invites Community to Dedication
The Kensington Parkwood Elementary School is hosting a building dedication on Saturday, June 10th. The formal dedication ceremony will begin at 1:00 pm in the All Purpose Room. The program will include
performances by the KP Singers, Instrumental Music Group and performers from Cantare. Elected officials and local dignitaries will be on hand to help the KPES community celebrate. All PRA residents are invited to
attend. The program will be followed by the annual Family Fun Day Fair.

CKC Update
The Coalition of Kensington Communities will be hosting a Candidate’s Forum on Wednesday, July 12th at 7:30 pm at the Town of Kensington Armory. Invitations have been issued to all County Council At-Large and
District 5 Candidates. Please mark your calendars and plan to attend this very important program.

Election 2006 – High Voter Turnout Essential for Parkwood
The upcoming election this fall is an extremely important one for Parkwood residents. In addition to the higher level offices such as State Governor, US Senate & Congress there are local county elections the result of
which will definitely impact our quality of life as residents. A large voter turnout for Parkwood is essential as we vie with others for county resources. Elected officials are keenly aware of which neighborhoods have a high
voter turnout. The Primary is September 12th and the General Election is November 7th. The Parkwood polling place will revert back to the Kensington Parkwood Elementary School.
Sources for information on local elections include:
League of Women Voters of Maryland, LWV of Maryland, 106-B South Street, Annapolis MD 21401, Tel. 410-269-0232 , Fax. 410-268-7301, LWVMD@aol.com, website: http://www.lwvmd.org/
Montgomery County Board of Elections, 751 Twinbrook Parkway, Rockville, MD 20851, Hours of Operation: Mon - Fri: 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m., 24 Hour Voter Information Line: 240-777-VOTE , website:
http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/eletmpl.asp?url=/content/elections/index.asp
Neighbors for a Better Montgomery, http://neighborspac.org/
There are less than 100 days left until primary day!

Have a New Neighbor?
The PRA is looking for ways to reach out to newcomers in the neighborhood. A PRA welcome packet has been developed and Welcome Committee Chair Kathy Byars and PRA Block Captains have been diligently
passing our packets out. If you would like to welcome a new neighbor or have Kathy or one of her volunteers drop off a packet, please contact her at (301)530-9441 or to send an email to: kathybyars@mris.com.

Neighbors Share Information via the PRA Listserv
We now have 305 Parkwood residents signed up for our listserve, the best way to stay connected to your neighbors 24/7. The e-mail group is open to all residents of Parkwood, and a great way to
share information, such as home improvement contractors or petty vandalism affecting our neighborhood. To subscribe, send a blank message to: parkwoodresidents-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.
You will receive a confirmation message when you are subscribed. Do not write anything in the subject or body of the message. It will not be seen by anyone and you will not get a response. This
listserv can save the PRA funds and make Parkwood a safer place to live! Sign on to the list serve and get your neighbor to as well!

2006 PRA Membership Dues are Due!
The Parkwood neighborhood is 1,000 households strong. All households, whether members or not, receive this newsletter free during the year, and all are invited to join the listserv at no charge. Further, your
PRA officers and members are hard at work protecting your interests and advocating for Parkwood. You can support our efforts for a modest $10 a year. Those funds are used to defray costs, pay for
beautification efforts, support the newsletter, and much more. Please consider joining.

2006 Membership/Renewal Application – Annual Dues per household: $10
Please mail or deliver your 2006 PRA membership renewal dues to: Kitty Stone, 4313 Clearbrook Lane, Kensington, MD 20895. Please make check payable to: Parkwood Residents Association. Print your information
below:
Name:_______________________________________________________________________________
Address:_____________________________________________ City:___________________Zip:_______
Phone Numbers:(daytime)___________________________evening________________________________
Email:_______________________________________________________________________________
Enclosed:
____ $10 membership dues
____ $____ donation to Beautification Committee (optional)

Parkwood Resident's Association Officers:
President: Kira Leuders, kklarl@yahoo.com, Vice President: Maryann Dillon, (301) 493-5140 or dillem@erols.com,
Secretary: Brenda Marshall, (301) 530-0053 Treasurer: Paula Flicker
PRA Website Address: http://www.parkwoodresidents.org, Webmaster: Peter Mansbach, pmansbach@aol.com
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