Parkwood
Residents Association – Spring 2020 Newsletter
Next Meeting: Tuesday, June 2, 2020, 7:30 pm on Zoom
The Spring meeting of the Parkwood Residents Association will be held on Tuesday, June 2, at 7:30. It will be a
chance to gather, via computer, of course, in a new and engaging event held online using the software program
Zoom.
Our speaker will be Adam Ortiz, director of Montgomery County Department of Environmental Protection. We
will hear the latest news and discuss recycling, water quality protection, composting, and energy use in the
County. It will be refreshing and stimulating to talk about something important other than the coronavirus. See p.
3 for more info about the program and agenda.
If you can and want to join this meeting, please send an email message to Jeff Griffith, PRA Vice President at
jcgriffithtwd@yahoo.com. He will send you the Zoom invite and information on how to link up. We look
forward to seeing you all online!
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More good news: The new PRA Listserve is now fully operational, thanks to the efforts of our
listserve team led by Rob Shroff and assisted by Susie Stritar and Jeff Griffith. Special thanks to
Chris Dewy, whose dedicated service kept the old system going for so long. See page 15 for more.

President’s Letter
Less than three months ago we had our winter PRA
meeting, and life was unremarkably normal. Now
we are wondering will we ever get back to anything
that seems normal. I had a milestone birthday in
March, and my neighbors gave me a surprise party.
Fortunately, it was a week early, because by the
actual date we got news of the major shutdown to
start just two days later. I spent my birthday
morning on a hike at Carderock looking for spring
wildflowers with seven fellow members of Wild
Ones, an organization that encourages planting
native plants in gardens everywhere. We were to
meet in a building, but that was canceled, an
ominous sign of times to come. It was the best way
to spend a birthday, and I saw my first butterfly of
the year. I will always remember this birthday as the
one before the virus changed our lives and the
world.
Parkwood has shown a wonderful sense of
community in the face of tough restrictions. People
have been working from home, children can’t go to
their schools and have to study online, there have
been some shortages of items in the grocery stores,
while most other businesses have been forced to
close. Social distancing has become a new reality
and may be with us for a while.
The very nice spring weather in April got a lot of us
walking in the neighborhood and Rock Creek Park,
and we were rewarded by the Park service closing
Beach Drive on Fridays to Sundays to allow us
more space to keep our distance from each other.
Sightings of wildlife have been reported on the
listserve,
from a
wild
turkey in
the Park,
foxes
hanging
around on
our streets,
and baby
birds in
nests. Dogs have gotten more walks than usual as
measured by the rate at which the PRA-provided
doggie-doo-bag dispensers have had to be filled.

Artwork has
appeared on
doors and
sidewalks
encouraging
us to be
together
while being
apart.
The
listserve is a
way we can
be united,
and
neighbors
have been
able to get
needed
items just
by asking.
There have
been lots of offers of free stuff put out on porches as
being homebound provided time to sort it. Everyone
has been grateful for toilet paper, and a flurry of
baking has brought offers of yeast and bread starter.
Residents have offered to shop for elderly neighbors
who found it difficult to buy food on their own.
There have been lots of directions for how to make
facemasks, offers of facemasks being made, and
requests for materials to make them. Now we all
wear them.
Days in April
began with the
appearance of
fairies bearing
inspiring
thoughts.
Some may
have felt it was
silly, but for
many of us those messages have lifted our spirits
for the day. I am in awe of my friend who posted
these messages, for her imaginative pictures and
text for all 30 days. As the fairies said when they
left us “we came at a time laden with fear, hoping to
bring a smile and good cheer”. The future is
uncertain, but we are fortunate to be together even
while apart in Parkwood.
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Program and Agenda: Spring Meeting
The spring PRA meeting will be unlike any we have
had before. You will be invited to an online meeting
via Zoom at 7:30 pm on June 2 (details for joining
will follow) to meet with our invited speaker Adam
Ortiz, director of Montgomery County Department
of Environmental Protection. Hear what the latest
news is about recycling, water quality protection,
composting, and energy use in the County. Find out
how many residents participate in recycling, what
are major recycling challenges the County faces,
what are the biggest sources of carbon emissions,
what is the state of composting, what is the County
goal for reducing emission by 2027? By 2035?
Zoom makes it easy to ask questions.
Another way in which this meeting will be out of
the ordinary is with respect to the election of
officers. The PRA by-laws state that an election will
be held at this meeting in even years. However, they
do not provide any way for voting to take place
electronically. This is something we would like to
change and will discuss at our fall meeting. At that
meeting we will also have the delayed election.
Meanwhile, the present Executive Committee
members will continue to serve.
I look forward to seeing you on Zoom on Tuesday,
June 2nd in the comfort of your own homes.
Kira Lueders, PRA president

Political Notes
County Legislation and Budget
The County Executive [CE] and County Council
[CC] have had to focus their work primarily on the
impact of the coronavirus epidemic and have been
keeping citizens informed through frequent emails
and web postings. The most obvious uncertainty is
when it will be deemed safe to begin reopening the
county and in what stages. Councilmember
Friedson, our representative from District 1, has
summarized the council’s most recent actions in his
latest newsletter.
A second important but less discussed issue is the
impact on the County budget. Various observers
have noted the possibility that the combined
shortfall in revenues for FY2020 and 2021 could be
as much as $600 million. The County is already

making plans to establish a line of credit to cover
possible cash flow shortfalls, a rare necessity. The
impact on the budget is still uncertain, however;
much will depend on the nature of the recovery of
the economy after the County opens up.
State Legislation and Budget
As with the County, the Governor and General
Assembly have had to focus on the effect of the
virus on people’s lives. The legislature had to
truncate its work this year and much remains to be
done in the next session.
Of special note for schools, the Governor vetoed the
bill that would have funded a significant increase in
state aid to education based on the proposals of the
Kirwin Commission. Presumably, this will be an
issue in the next session of the General Assembly.
June Primary Election
Maryland’s primary has been rescheduled to June 2,
with all voters able to vote by absentee ballot.
Voters who have not received their ballots by
Saturday, May 23, can request a second ballot from
the county by calling 240-777-8550 or sending an
email to absentee@montgomerycountymd.gov
Residents can also text the word “Check” to 77788,
which will direct them to the state’s voter lookup
web page. Voters can enter their name, ZIP code
and date of birth to make sure their registration
information is updated.
Those who want to vote in person from 7 a.m. to 8
p.m. on June 2 can visit one of four locations in
Montgomery County:
• Silver Spring Civic Building, One Veterans Place,
Silver Spring
• Marilyn J. Praisner Community Recreation
Center, 14906 Old Columbia Pike, Burtonsville
• Activity Center at Bohrer Park, 506 S. Frederick
Ave., Gaithersburg
• Germantown Community Recreation Center,
18905 Kingsview Road, Germantown
There are three seats up for election on the
Montgomery County Board of Education this year –
one at large, one for District 2 and one for District
4. In school board races, the top two candidates in
the primary advance to the Nov. 3 general election.
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There are only two candidates in District 2, so there
is no primary and both move ahead to the general
election.

Meet Your Neighbors:
Nathan and Rosita [Ross]

The other county race is for circuit court judges.
Four sitting judges are facing two challengers.
The top four judge candidates from each party will
move ahead to the general election.
The three congressional districts that include
Montgomery County — 3, 6 and 8 — are on the
ballot. The Republican and Democratic nominations
in each district are contested. Voters will pick one
Republican and one Democrat in each congressional
district to get their parties’ nominations for the
general election.
The League of Women Voters provides a website
that has the positions of candidates on various
issues summarized in their own words. Users are
asked to give their addresses so that the display of
candidates can be customized. The Bethesda Beat
has also created a guide to candidates in the local
and federal races, and, similarly to the League, uses
the candidates own responses to questions on the
issues.

Schools and MCPS
Boundary Study
From the Montgomery County Public Schools
website. “The interim report of the Districtwide
Boundary Analysis is now available at this link.
Note: Given the worldwide health crisis that has
closed our schools since March 16, 2020, we have
postponed all community engagement activities for
the analysis. This allows us to focus on providing
continuity of services and learning for our students
and families during this unprecedented time.
MCPS will share additional information about next
steps in the districtwide boundary analysis process
at a later date.”
School Board Election
Because of the potential impact of the boundary
study, the Board of Education election this year has
attracted a large number of candidates. See the
discussion above under Political Notes/June
Primary Election for more information about the
candidates and their positions on the issues.

He is a serial entrepreneur who keeps coming up
with ideas for products that people want to buy.
Then he starts a business for that product and when
it sells, he starts another business based on another
product. “I like sales”, he says, and new ideas that
are often inventive enough to warrant a patent – he
has several already.
She is a doctor, working as a hospitalist – an MD
who sees patients when they are admitted to the
hospital. She also has a strong commitment to
hospice and elder care. After working several years
in Seattle, she has joined the staff of Sibley Hospital
here in DC.
Meet Nathan [Nate] and Rosita [Ross], among the
newest couples to move to Parkwood.
Nathan is a hometown guy, born in Madison
County, Virginia, but raised in DC since he was
seven. After attending Wilson High School, he
went to college at Syracuse University, graduating
in 2000. From there he went to Manhattan, working
in finance technology until 2005 when he returned
to DC to try government contracting and be close to
family.
Nathan was employed as a Federal contractor for a
number of years on jobs that paid well, and were
sometimes interesting, such as when he worked on
online medical records under Obamacare. But
ultimately, he found it unsatisfying; a rotating
4

carousel of administrative contracting officers
meant that his work was frequently changed and
seldom came to fruition. He was finally able to
give vent to his creative instincts when he invented
a toy for his Pug, Sonny, who loved it. And so did
lots of his friends’ dogs. He was hooked; he
decided that he wanted to make a pet products
business. This business was his way out of his
contracting career that gave him little joy.
But he couldn’t do it full time. It was a startup
business with not enough steady revenue to support
himself. So, he did two jobs, keeping his federal
contracting work and also growing his new
business. It worked until 2016 when he realized he
would have to manage the business full time in
order to satisfy the customer who was his main
source of revenue at the time. His income from the
business was sufficient so he made the break and
became an independent businessperson. Ironically,
his main customer left six months later, but by then
Nathan had grown the business to the point where it
could survive the loss. Within two years Nathan
placed his pet products within 20 countries and the
business took off. This fall his products will be in
PetSmart nationally. The pandemic has more people
spending time on longer walks and more customers
buying leashes, which is a good thing for the
business.
One of his most successful products is a doggie
leash, improved with an automatic rotating coupler
that never tangles. It sells for the same price as
more common leashes, so when customers can
compare, they often prefer Nathan’s. Oh yes, and
he has a patent on the gel handle and spinning
mechanism too.

The process of manufacturing, shipping, and
distributing the leashes uses both old school
systems and the latest technology. The leashes are
manufactured in China and shipped by freighter
either to the west coast or through the Panama
Canal to the east coast. From the west coast port, it
goes by train and then by truck to his contracted
warehouses in Chicago or Tennessee; from these, it
goes to distribution warehouses, where technology
receives, records, stores, retrieves, and mails to
customers – all totally automated.
It all sounds very smooth, and it is… until things
happen, like tariffs. The administration’s China
tariffs almost sunk his business in 2019. Then,
totally by chance, he encountered “a person with
some influence” while and he and a friend were
having dinner at a local restaurant. When the friend
pointed this person out to Nathan, he walked over to
their table, politely explained his problem and then
calmly walked away. A month later, his leashes
were on the “exceptions” list that let them into the
country. A very “Washington” story except Nathan
and this “person of influence” had never met before
and have not since.
After the tariff experience, Nathan decided that his
next product would not have 100% exposure to
China tariffs. He wanted to do something that was
made in the U.S and was food based as a way to
rescue his business. He created the first ever doggie
biscuit with real jerky meat infused. It is
manufactured in Illinois.

Jerky Baked Grain Free Treat

Dual Doggie Leash with Gel Handle

But the really tough crisis came when Nathan and
Ross bought a pet carrier company called PetsGo2
LLC that had a long history of high quality and a
good customer base.
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isolated. With few friends during her first year,
Ross often came home at night and called her
parents just so she could speak Tagalog, her native
language, which, along with English, is one of the
two official languages of the Philippines.

Pet Carrier

They were able to utilize Nathan’s Amazon pet
department contacts and get the item listed with
better content and photos, which were taken by
Nathan and Ross. Months of planning went by and
then they finally launched in January 2020. The
pandemic hit at the start of the business. His sales
numbers were soaring but within a week or two
sales stopped and then just about every customer
who had purchased started utilizing Amazon’s free
30 day “no questions asked” return policy. The
returns came in and refunds were given; that put
them out of business, and they didn’t qualify for the
Federal Care Act due to technical lack of
qualifications with being a new business. The
company folded quickly, and Nathan experienced
his first defeat, leaving Ross with a bitter taste of
her first pet product investment.
Meanwhile, and several years before she met
Nathan, Ross was finishing medical school in the
Philippines, where she was born, a few miles from
Manila. She comes from a highly supportive
family, so much so that when the Philippines
experienced a severe recession in 1998, her mother
came to the U.S. to find work. Her father followed a
few years later. They did this because they wanted
Ross to be able to go to medical school, and this
was the only way they could afford it. Her parents
stayed and now live in Gaithersburg.

Ross’s interest in hospice care and elder care started
when she was in college. She volunteered to work
with a group of doctors who took care of children
with cancer. “They were my heroes.” She
experienced first-hand how it was to deal with the
dying, and the really sick, and the families that were
left behind. “I was drawn to that. That helped me
decide to become a doctor.” She did not become an
oncologist, but she retained her interest in hospice
care.
As a hospitalist, she takes care of many geriatric
patients. “I have found that I have the skill to have
the difficult conversations [that come often for the
old and sick], and I don’t shy away from it. I like
being able to help patients and families know what
they want for themselves and their loved ones”.
After her residency, she served for a while as a
hospice medical director in a hospital in Yakima,
Washington. During that time, she often had to
certify patients for hospice care. “When I see my
patients in the hospital it is just for a short time.
But once I started seeing them in their own homes
[for certification], that gave me a better perspective
on the social and economic aspects of health. It
made me much more thoughtful about health care.”
It may seem ironic, given Nathan’s pet products
business, but at one time Ross was actually afraid of
dogs. It took a long time for her to overcome this,
but now she has a big slobbery French Mastiff
named Cotton that she loves and who loves her.
This is especially nice because Nathan’s also muchloved 15-year old Pug passed away recently, and
Cotton is big enough to fill the hole for both of
them.

After medical school, Ross did her residency
training in a rural area of Pennsylvania. It was a
good hospital for doing a residency, serving over
two million people. As is often the case in
underserved rural hospitals, many of the doctors had
trained in other countries. But the area was socially
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And then there is her Tesla, one of the few long
distance all-electric cars in the neighborhood.
Nathan has installed a charger for the car connected
to his house’s electrical system, which took a real
“heavy up” to support the required 32 amps which
charges the car fully in 7 hours and will net 320
miles. But it is very unobtrusive and, of course,
very convenient. While the Tesla is Ross’s car, she
says Nathan can drive it…sometimes. Since she is
now working at Sibley Hospital starting in May,
Nathan has offered to drive her to work in the
morning and pick her up at night. Very thoughtful
of him.
Nathan has a knack for fixing things up and enjoys
doing it. When he and Ross bought their house in
June 2019, they knew they were buying a fixerupper, and he has done a great deal of renovation
both inside and out. Ross was still finishing up her
work commitments in Washington State, so Nathan
showed her the house via FaceTime. Now there is
real trust! Besides doing the repairs, Nathan has
added some personal touches, such as hanging an
antique sword beside the fireplace. The sword was
his grandmother’s, and he had admired it since he
was a kid. She knew he had liked it and just before
she passed away, she told him she wanted him to
have it because he was her “knight in shining
armor.”
Nathan’s generosity has extended to Parkwood as
well. This spring he took it upon himself to restore
the gold lettering on the Parkwood sign at the Saul
Road island. The black base part of the sign will be
redone soon as the wood is rotting. Take a look the
next time you pass by there. [Photo on page 15.]
But the final part of this story is the best – because
it is a love story. Astute readers will have noted
that there are some gaps in this chronology so far.
What happened between the time Ross finished her
residency in rural Pennsylvania in 2013 and the
time she rejoined Nathan here? Herein lies the tale.
When she finished her residency, Ross had to make
a choice because her visa required her either to
return to the Philippines or to work for several years
in an underserved hospital in the U.S. She chose to
stay in the U.S. and went to a rural hospital in the
town of Yakima in Washington State. One good

Cotton observing

thing was that Yakima is just two hours from
Seattle, and Ross, by her own admission, is a city
person. She was also able to work for a while on
contract in a Seattle hospital after she finished her
required time in Yakima.
But she had several months after she finished her
residency before she had to leave for Washington
State, so she came to this area to live with her
parents for a while. She also decided to start dating.
She created a profile and signed on to online dating
services. Nathan and Ross finally got together – for
reasons that are not entirely obvious she had put
him off several times. When they did meet, in her
words “…I just couldn’t take my eyes off him. He
had presence.”
But after five months of dating she finally had to
confess to him that she was under obligation to
leave for Yakima. Nathan was devastated. They
tried to make it work long distance. She was used
to long distance relationships and because her
schedule was more flexible than his, she could
come here from time to time. But it did not work,
and they finally broke it off. For four years they
lived their separate lives, thousands of miles apart.
They both had resigned themselves to the remote
hope that they would meet each other again when
they were in their 80s.
Then out of the blue in April 2019, Nathan e-mailed
Ross to tell her his grandmother had passed away
and to ask how she was doing. Somehow
“everything clicked”, and she realized that she very
much wanted to see him again. So, they agreed to
get together in May. But before that, Nathan, ever
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the entrepreneur, tracked down her parents in
Gaithersburg and went to see them. He found
himself knocking on their door, not knowing how
they would receive him. It became a family love
fest. Ross’s parents as it turned out, have long loved
Nathan for Ross. Eventually he met her two siblings
– they had come for a visit from the Philippines
where they still live. It was a great family gathering
and Ross says that she and Nathan still had the same
chemistry “…in fact, even more.”
Nathan moved into their house on Saul Road in
August. Ross joined him in September.
The wedding is planned for 2021. Neither of them
would have to wait until they were 80 to love each
other again.
Welcome to the neighborhood, Ross and
Nathan…and Cotton.

Update on Development Projects
[Ed. note. Some of the information in this update
has been summarized by your editor. Much of it,
however, has been taken directly from the sources
cited and is shown in quotation marks.]
Knowles Manor
This proposed senior citizen apartment and condo
complex to be located on Knowles Avenue across
from Strosniders Hardware store was approved by
the County Planning Board but appealed by a local
neighborhood group. The following information
has been provided by Delegate Al Carr. “After a
settlement agreement was reached, the appeal was
withdrawn. The developer made a number of
concessions including revising the design for the
layby lane on Knowles to improve traffic flow and
pedestrian safety. They also agreed to assist with
enforcement of no delivery trucks blocking
Knowles and to contribute $100K to the town
toward traffic enforcement. The revised layby lane
must be approved by the Planning Board. Knowles
Manor recently received a $1.7M affordable
housing loan from the state Department of Housing.
Demolition permits are pending for the two
houses.”

Moderna / [formerly Solera]
Construction has begun on this project located on
Plyers Mill Road [see the photo of the crane on
page 10 taken from the Kensington train station. It
will provide independent living, assisted living, and
memory care for residents. The following is taken
directly from the developer’s website. No
endorsement is implied.
“McCaffery and Solera Senior Living have
partnered to co-develop The Modena Reserve at
Kensington, a 135-unit luxury independent, assisted
living and memory care community. Located in the
…town of Kensington, Maryland, and adjacent to
the historic Kensington train station…, Modena
Reserve will be [a] modern senior living
community. Managed and operated by Solera
Senior Living, residents will [have] Solera’s
…services and care, including 24/7 nursing and
concierge staff, beauty salon and wellness spa,
restaurant-style dining, and life enriching
programs.”
Residences at Knowles Station
Tom Brault, the developer, now refers to two
proposals as “The Residences at Knowles Station”.
The first proposal for the six townhouses on the
southeast corner of Knowles and Summit has
already been filed with the Planning Department
along with an accompanying letter of approval
from the Town of Kensington. The proposal for the
northeast corner was originally planned as
townhouses but is now being planned as a 4-5 level
apartment complex of approximately 90+ units. It is
still in the community-discussion stage. The units
on both sides of Knowles are intended to be
architecturally linked.
Thrive 2050
The following it taken directly from the website of
the Montgomery County Planning Department
“What does the future of Montgomery County look
like to you? And how does the community where
you live, work, and play support your vision for
your future?
“Thrive Montgomery 2050 is our chance to figure
out – together – how Montgomery County can be a
great community over the next 30 years. It’s about
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how we respond to future opportunities and
challenges in the county. Together. But first, we
need to determine what we want our community to
be in the decades ahead so we can create the future
we want.
“Through Thrive Montgomery 2050, we’ll identify
and examine the changes occurring, consider what
we want for tomorrow, then develop a shared vision
that allows us to keep what we love about
Montgomery County while taking the actions
needed to thrive over the next 30+ years.
The result of Thrive Montgomery 2050 will be a
living and breathing plan that guides decision
making and helps secure resources to ensure
Montgomery County is a place where everyone can
be successful, have opportunities and enjoy a high
quality of life in a beautiful and resilient
environment.
“The plan will draw on your vision, ideas and care
for your community, best practices, expert analysis,
futurist thinking, and innovative responses.
Together, we’ll determine how to manage growth in
the future and address the challenges and
opportunities from technological, social,
environmental and economic change.
Project Timeline
July 2018 - May 2019: Pre-Plan
Visioning
June - October 2019: Visioning
November - December 2019: Analysis
January - September 2020: Draft Plan Development
October 2020 - March 2021 Planning Board Review
and Transmittal
April 2021: Council Review and Approval
495/270 Expansion
[This information has been taken directly from the
Maryland Department of Transportation website on
the 495-270 P3 Program]
“We know many of you have been impacted by
COVID-19 - we understand. As we are working
remotely behind the scenes, rest assured we will
strive to ensure your voices are heard, and your
questions are answered while our teams across

MDOT focus on limiting the spread of the novel
coronavirus.
“While many of our operations have shifted to
teleworking in accordance with state guidelines,
MDOT remains committed to advancing all efforts
associated with the I-495 & I-270 Public-Private
Partnership (P3) Program during the COVID-19
emergency.
“While in-person meetings with the public have
been postponed, we will continue to keep you
updated on P3 developments and we welcome your
feedback. Please check back for updates to
upcoming events, including the I-495 & I-270
Managed Lanes Study Joint Public Hearings
planned for late Spring 2020.
“In addition, we encourage you to stay connected
by signing up for email updates for information on
our environmental studies, Opportunity MDOT and
the P3 Program.
https://495-270-p3.com/updates/newsletters/
“Detailed traffic, engineering, financial and
environmental analyses have continued for six
alternatives – five build alternatives and a no-build
alternative – included in the I-495 & I-270 Managed
Lanes Study’s Draft Environmental Impact
Statement (DEIS) that will be published in spring
2020. This work has included ongoing coordination
with federal, state and local cooperating and
participating agencies.
“The DEIS will incorporate all the study’s detailed
analyses and will be made available for public
review via the P3 Program website and various
public locations throughout Montgomery, Prince
George’s and Frederick counties, including public
libraries and county offices. MDOT and the Federal
Highway Administration (FHWA) will take
public comment on the DEIS through various
means including formal testimony and verbatim
recordings at the public hearings, an online
comment form, email and letters using traditional
mail.
“MDOT also analyzed a proposed Intercounty
Connector (ICC)/MD 200 Diversion Alternative,
and determined that it would not meet the Study’s
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Purpose and Need of accommodating long-term
traffic growth or enhancing trip reliability.
The alternative projected worse performance than
the other alternatives in several key traffic metrics,
including delay per vehicle, average speed in the
general-purpose lanes, and level of service.
Analysis of the ICC/MD 200 Diversion will
be included in the DEIS for public review and
comment. MDOT will seek public comment on the
DEIS in Summer 2020.
https://495-270-p3.com/wpcontent/uploads/2020/04/P3_Newsletter_Spring_20
20.pdf
Kensington Doggie Run
The Town of Kensington Doggie Run is now open
to all dog owners. It is located on Plyers Mill Road,
heading south east just past the parking lot that
provides access to the train station.
Prefab House
Not really a separate project but take a look at the
photos of the prefab house that got assembled in
one day on Summit Avenue next to the skate park.
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Monica Sandoval-White.
By Clare Murphy and Jeff Griffith
After 26 years as a fifth-grade teacher at the
Kensington Parkwood Elementary School [KPES],
Monica Sandoval-White can still say “I have always
liked this job. I have had opportunities to leave the
classroom and become a specialist…But I just like
the sense of community in my own classroom and
having my own students.”
Ms White teaches math and science to the 80-90
students she sees in a typical month, along with
teaching writing to the students in her homeroom.
The school has grown considerably since she first
arrived 26 years ago. Then there were just two fifth
grades; now there are four or five, depending on
fluctuations in enrollment. She sees this as a good
thing. “It means lots of young families are moving
into the neighborhood and they want their kids to go
Kensington Parkwood. That is very telling and
amazing. At the same time, it means I don’t know
every student as well as I used to when school was a
little smaller.” She is quick to add that this not a
negative thing, just a fact of Parkwood being a good
place to live.
Of course, as the school has changed, so has the
curriculum. This year the Montgomery County
Public Schools [MCPS] are implementing a new
math curriculum; two years ago, it was a new
science curriculum; in the next year or two there
will be a new reading curriculum. There are always
changes. For example, in science, there is more
emphasis now on kids conducting their own
experiments rather than the teacher just giving them
content. It is the same with math. In the new
curriculum, students are asked to think more about
why math works the way it does; the teacher
doesn’t just tell students how to do something. As a
result, she thinks kids are becoming better thinkers
rather than just memorizing facts.
This can be a challenge for teachers, of course. But
Ms White says you have to be open to change. “It
is easy to get comfortable in what you do once you
are familiar with the topic or the curriculum and
you gather all your materials and you customize
your lessons. Then you have to change. You have

to adapt. But
we do that
every day
anyway
because we
have to adapt
to what our
students
need.”
What other
changes has
she seen in
her 26 years?
The staff, for
one thing.
While the
diversity of
the students has been about the same at KPES, the
staff of the school has become more diverse. This
is a good thing, she says, because the minority
students can see more teachers and staff who look
like them. It is equally important that all students,
regardless of race, have role models of different
races and ethnicity in their lives.
In terms of the students, she says that since she
started teaching there more children have been
diagnosed as having Autism Spectrum Disorder
(ASD), a developmental disorder that affects
communication and behavior. ASD has
considerable variation in the type and severity of
symptoms. Ms White notes that the increase in the
number of students diagnosed as being on the
spectrum may be a function of more testing and our
greater awareness of the various forms and degrees
such a disorder can take. She feels it is good that
we know more about ASD because they can keep
the students in the general classroom and give them
the extra help that they need.
When asked if today’s kids seemed smarter, her
initial response was that “they are way too smart,”
which she meant in a positive way. But then she
amended her words to say it is more a matter that
over the years that she has been teaching, the kids
seem to know more about the world; they travel
more, and they have more experiences outside their
neighborhood. It also means that the curriculum has
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had to expand and grow. “Some of the things they
learn about now, I didn’t learn about until I was in
high school.”
She clearly loves what she is doing, although she
notes that “It is not all unicorns and rainbows – you
have your days when you say, ‘Why am I doing
this?’ But then a kid turns around and says
something that is hysterical, or a kid has an AHA!
moment, and I say, OK this is why I am doing this.
I also feel that a lot of kids need that one person in
their lives in addition to their family that they can
feel comfortable with, that they enjoy seeing every
day. I like being that person for these kids. And
some kids just need a safe place other than their
homes where they can be every day, and I like
being that safe place for them.
“That keeps me going, along with one other thing.
Learning wasn't always easy for me. So, I want to
keep being the kind of teacher who will help all kids
gain confidence to do their best and believe in
themselves.”
You could tell that she was succeeding and that
students liked being in her classroom. As we were
finishing our conversation, there were students
standing in the doorway eagerly asking if they could
come in.

Editor’s Note. Shortly after my interview with Ms
White for this article, Montgomery County
schools shut down. Last week, I asked her to
share with me what that has been like. Here, in
her own words, is her perspective.
“On March 13, 2020, our lives were turned upside
down. We had hoped that we would only be away
from the school building for two weeks, but here
we are now months later!! Teachers, students, and
parents have had to adjust to a completely new
way of learning and navigating a new platform for
delivering instruction. It’s been tough and
challenging, but everyone is doing their best in
these uncertain times. Students are making the
best out of the situation and parents are being very
supportive. It is heartbreaking to be in the
situation we are in. As a teacher, it saddens me
that I can’t be with my students everyday to do
the fun projects we do in all areas of the
curriculum. It saddens me that I can’t be with the
students to help them get through a challenging
learning task or to do additional enrichment. Like
all teachers, I am trying to do this online, but it’s
definitely not the same. Mostly, I worry about the
unknowns about how this pandemic is going to
affect our students socially and emotionally. I
really miss my students and wish I could be with
them in person to tell them that this won’t last
forever.”

About Monica Sandoval-White.
Monica Sandoval-White grew-up in Garrett Park
and went to Walter Johnson High School. She
then attended Penn State University where she
met her husband. Monica came to KPES right
after graduating 26 years ago and has been
teaching 5th grade here ever since. During that
entire time, there have been only five principals
at KPES. Monica lives in Montgomery County.
She and her husband have two school age
children, a daughter in 9th grade and a son in 7th.
Both children are good students at their local
public schools and are very involved in sports
and other activities.
It always helps if the math teacher has a sense of humor
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Environmentalist’s Corner
The Story of Plastic
Gerald Sharp
The Sierra Club held a Zoom meeting on Monday
May 11, 2020, to discuss local recycling efforts and
the problem of plastic waste. Speakers were Adam
Ortiz, Director of the Montgomery County
Department of Environmental Protection; Evan
Glass, Montgomery County Councilmember; and
Amy Moran, Zero Waste lead at the Maryland
chapter of the Sierra Club.
Water bottles made of plastic and other plastic items
are a problem in terms of litter, but also many
plastic items that could be recycled end up in our
trash bins rather than in the blue recycling boxes.
However, there is even a problem with the plastic
that we do put in the blue bins. While glass, paper,
and aluminum and steel cans are sold by the county
and recycled, much of the plastic items we put in
our recycling bins ends up in the trash, because
many plastics and items made with mixed materials
cannot be recycled.
Adam Ortiz spoke first on the Zoom call. He
explained that waste from the county transfer
station is shipped by train to the Dickerson
incineration plant (technically the Resource
Recovery Facility) located near the Potomac River
about 30 miles northwest of Bethesda. The
incinerator, owned by the Northeast Maryland
Waste Disposal Authority and Montgomery County,
is among the largest point source polluters in the
county, emitting approximately 200,000 tons of
greenhouse gases per year, which is about 2% of
total greenhouse gas emissions in the county.
County Executive Marc Elrich would like to close it
when the current contract expires in 2026, but the
problem is what to do with the approximately
600,000 tons of solid waste that are processed there
annually.
About 16% of the trash being burned there is
plastic, so if residents used less plastic and if more
plastic they did use was recycled, then less would
need to be burned. However, as Mr. Ortiz
explained, about 40% of what goes in our blue bins
ends up being discarded rather than recycled at a
cost to the county he estimated at $600,000
annually. For example, although some plastic is

Workers sorting recyclables at the Montgomery County
Recycling Center

graded #6 in that hard-to-read triangle embossed on
the surface of our plastic discards (note to
legislators: please require manufacturers to make
that number more readable), no type 6 plastic is
recycled, nor are the plastic bags some people put in
the bins. Ortiz said we may be the first jurisdiction
in the country to ban #6 plastic.
Another problem is that some items such as
toothbrushes contain more than one type of plastic,
so cannot be recycled. One way to reduce plastic
waste, which has been enacted in other states is
putting a small deposit on beverage containers to
encourage them to be either reused or recycled.
Bottle bills requiring small deposits (usually about 5
cents) have been proposed almost annually in
Annapolis since 2007 (the last one in 2016), but
they have been opposed by manufacturers and
killed by our legislators. Another solution, Ortiz
said, would be to hold manufacturers responsible,
but this has never been done, even though they are
part of the problem.
About 20% of trash being burned in Dickerson is
compostable, he said, and the county is actively
working to expand its ability to transform food
waste into fertilizer in a similar way that lawn and
tree debris are now being transformed into a sellable
product.
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also, based on the Montgomery County results, that
enacting a statewide bag tax would reduce plastic
bag use, litter, and disposal.
However, despite the success of the bag tax in
reducing both the amount of plastic bag litter and
the number of plastic bags being burned in the
Montgomery County incinerator, a bill was recently
proposed to repeal the county’s 5-cent deposit on
plastic bags.

Plastic bottles in Rock Creek

The Maryland Chapter of the Sierra Club did a
survey last year to see how the Montgomery County
bag tax is working. They surveyed 57 grocery
stores in Maryland on weekends in 2019, in all
observing 9,484 shoppers. They found that about
58% of shoppers in Montgomery County with its
bag tax used either no bag or a reusable bag
compared to just 12% in Prince George’s county,
which does not have a bag tax. Kensington
shoppers had the highest percentage (65%) of
shoppers using reusable bags or no bag, compared
to Rockville’s 62%, Potomac’s 61%, Wheaton’s
58%, and Gaithersburg’s 54%. These findings
might partially be due to income differences; the
percentages of shoppers using reusable bags or no
bags was highest for stores in zip codes with the
highest median incomes (61% for median incomes
above $120,000; 51% for median incomes under
$80,000). The survey included 1,550 PG County
shoppers at 13 Lidl and Aldi groceries where thin
plastic bags are not provided, finding that only 6%
of shoppers used disposable bags there, and 48%
used re-useable bags, something they argue we
might expect if plastic bags were banned entirely in
the state as proposed by the Sierra Club. It is likely

Montgomery County Councilmember Evan Glass
was next up on the Zoom call, and he discussed his
opposition as a member of the Environment
Committee to the repeal efforts. Thanks in part to
his efforts, the repeal proposal did not succeed, and
the bag tax lives on. He also discussed efforts of
Montgomery County to require that straws and
single use plates and glass be compostable, efforts
which to date have not been successful. Glass also
mentioned efforts to reduce the use of plastic turf
playing fields in our schools; a proposal to not
allow state funds to be used to pay for these was
proposed in the last state legislative session but did
not pass. He said that normally new legislative
proposals do not pass the first time proposed, so
there is a chance it could be passed in the future.
He said most county business currently is focused
on the pandemic and the budget; the top priority
now is to avoid layoffs of the 10,000 people
employed by Montgomery County.
Amy Maron from the Sierra Club was the next
speaker. She said she finds it frustrating to try to
get away from plastic. Very often, she said, plastic
packaging is cheaper than paper or glass. For
example, it is appalling to her that baby food, once
sold in glass jars, is now sold in plastic single-use
tubes. Maron said that plastic production is not just
about waste and that according to the U.S. EPA,
46% of greenhouse gases are due to the
manufacture of products and packaging. She said
that last year the Maryland General Assembly
passed a ban on foam food containers that had been
successfully pilot tested by Montgomery County.
Maron emphasized that plastic waste is a taxpayer
issue. She said homeowners pay about $400 a year
for what is labeled on our tax bills as “solid waste
charge”, and this money pays for weekly collection
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of waste, paper, plastic, aluminum-recycling, bulk
trash, and yard waste. $10 million of those funds go
to operating the county recycling facility. One
problem is that there is no incentive to reduce
plastic consumption when residents think that
everything can be recycled into useful products, not
realizing that much of that plastic ends up in the
incinerator. With the fixed fee, there is no incentive
to cut back on what people put in their recycling
bins and trash cans each week, because we pay the
same amount regardless of what we discard. One
solution would be to institute a “pay as you throw”
program like those in place in hundreds of cities in
the U.S.
Maron said that about 200 local governments in the
U.S. have a bag tax like the one we have in
Montgomery County, except that a majority of
cities ban them altogether. The Sierra Club
supports a full ban on plastic bags and a 10-cent fee
on paper bags. They also support having the county
work with dry cleaners to reduce use of plastic bags
and with grocery stores to offer reusable produce
bags.
She said that as consumers, people need to say no to
plastic. They need to find alternatives to plastic
products from the top global plastic polluters: Coca
Cola, Nestle, PepsiCo, Mars, Colgate-Palmolive,
and Phillip Morris. For example, eggs are also sold
in cardboard cartons, milk in paper cartons, and
drinks in readily recyclable aluminum cans.
Filtered tap water from your pitcher or refrigerator
spigot is superior to the unfiltered tap water usually
sold in plastic bottles and avoids the single-use, but
long-lasting, plastic bottle. So, although
governments need to act, consumers can also make
wise choices to reduce use of plastic containers and
packaging.

Parkwood Business
The New Listserve
The new listserve of the Parkwood Residents
Association is now fully operational, thanks to the
dedication and hard work of listserve manager Rob
Shroff, assisted by Susie Stritar and Jeff Griffith.
If you have not received an email that you have
been added to the new listserve, please send a
message to the managers at
residentsparkwood@gmail.com Send the message
from the email address where you want listserve
postings to be sent.
And a special thank you to Chris Dewey, who kept
the old system running for many years, even as
Verizon, who took over the system after Yahoo, let
it deteriorate.
Possible Community Center
At the PRA Winter Meeting held in February, Liz
Brennan presented a plan to request Montgomery
County repurpose the building that currently houses
offices of the Housing Opportunity Commission
into a community center for Kensington (and the
part of Parkwood that is in Bethesda). That
proposal was unanimously approved by the
members. [See the minutes of that meeting in this
newsletter.] After that vote, Kira Lueders, PRA
President, wrote a letter of PRA support to our state
and county representatives. On Monday, March 9,
Jeff Griffith, Vice President of Parkwood Residents
Association, testified before the Capital Budget
Subcommittee in Annapolis in support of the
Kensington Multipurpose Recreation Center – 2020
Bond Initiative, introduced by Delegate Al Carr.
He was joined by Bridget Hill-Zayat, a
Councilmember of the Town of Kensington, which
also supports this initiative. The amount requested
was $100,000. A second letter was sent after Jeff
had testified to reiterate that support. We have now
received news that the funds have been approved.
Safety Committee
The Safety Committee has been considering a
number of ways for improving pedestrian safety and
reducing the risks from traffic in the neighborhood
and may have proposals for the association to
discuss at the fall meeting.
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Online meetings and voting?
For several reasons as noted below, Jeff Griffith,
PRA Vice President, will be proposing a change to
our bylaws at our Fall meeting that would allow
online meetings and voting. The specific language,
along with arguments pro and con, will be sent to
all members well in advance of the meeting, which
will be held [we hope] in October.
1. The inability to meet during the current pandemic
has underscored the need for alternative ways for
the association to meet and discuss issues
collectively. Online business meetings [as opposed
to purely social gatherings] have become
commonplace among many organizations in the last
few months. These meetings have often been
effective and informative. Example: At the April
meeting of the MCCF, the Director of the county’s
OMB made a presentation on the impact of the
pandemic on the county budget and then responded
to questions.
2. Because the PRA generally meets only three
times/year, there are times when a vote of the
membership cannot be made in a timely manner.
Example: At the January meeting, members voted
to support the proposal to convert the current HOC
building to a community center. As a result of that
vote, the PRA Vice President was able to testify
before a House of Delegates budget committee that
the association had voted [unanimously] to support
the proposal. It was fortuitous, however, that the
winter meeting was held just before the hearing in
Annapolis. Had the meeting come later, the
testimony of the VP would not have been possible.
However, an official online meeting and vote would
have solved this potential problem. Fortunately, in
this instance the first phase of funding for this
project was approved by the House of Delegates.
3. Relatively few younger residents with families at
home have been able to attend association meetings.
Online meetings might be one way to help address
this challenge.

Forgot to pay your dues? Please do. See
the form on the last page of the
newsletter. Thank you.

Minutes of Parkwood Residents Association
Meeting, February 24, 2020
Kira Lueders, PRA president, opened the meeting at
7:30 p.m. Thirty-eight members and two guests
from Kensington Estates Civic Association were
present.
Proposed Future Use for HOC Building at
Knowles and Summit Avenues: A Community
Center
Liz Brennan presented a plan to request MC to
repurpose the building that currently houses offices
of the Housing Opportunity Commission into a
community center for Kensington (and the part of
Parkwood that is in Bethesda). Liz gave a brief
history of the building that long-time residents
remember as Kensington Elementary School prior
to the merger of Kensington and Parkwood
Elementary Schools. Because Montgomery County
plans to move the HOC offices in three years, there
exists an opportunity for residents to weigh in with
community preferences for possible uses. Liz noted
that the Board of Education could decide to re-open
this building as a school; she views this as unlikely
as the closed Grosvenor ES appears to be a more
likely candidate for a new elementary school in the
Walter Johnson cluster. Liz has spoken with Tracey
Furman, Mayor of Kensington, Al Carr, State
Delegate, and Rich Madeleno. She believes that
they are supportive of the community center
proposal.
As a community center, the building could have
multiple uses such as a venue for basketball and
other sports, meeting space for neighborhood
groups, space for pre-k initiative endeavors, and
senior activities (noting its proximity to planned
senior living facilities). PRA members voted to
request MC to support funding of a community
center in the HOC building.
Presentation by Councilmember Hans Riemer:
A Five Point Plan to Power Up Montgomery
County’s Economy:
Councilmember Riemer stated that Montgomery
County needs stronger job growth. Local forces
have shifted; Northern Virginia generated 90% of
regional jobs in 2019. Mr. Riemer outlined a 5point plan for job growth in Montgomery County.
1. Purple Line Innovation Corridor
This could maximize the economic potential
of the Purple Line. It would support
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2.

3.

4.

5.

walkable environments from downtown
Bethesda through downtown Silver Spring
to New Carrolton while creating thriving
urban environments and connecting
powerful research hubs such as NIH, UMD,
and NASA.
North Bethesda Economic Development
Montgomery County has a vision for an
urban corridor up and down Rockville Pike.
In North Bethesda, large employers are
investing in new office buildings and
developments such as Pike and Rose. We
need to rebuild roads to make them more
multi modal and safer for pedestrians and
bicycles. Vacant land space in the former
White Flint Mall is a problem to be solved.
Developers need to know that construction
will be profitable before investing.
Talent Pipelines
In today’s innovation economy, companies
chase talent. Talent drives growth.
The County Council will work with K-12
schools and universities to grow STEM
program
A Kids Museum can also help grow interest
in science and technology
Entrepreneurship from our Federal Labs
We have some of the world’s most powerful
research institutions, such as NIH, NIST,
FDA, NOAA, Carderock Naval, NASA and
NSA. We need a deliberate strategy that
supports entrepreneurship working with
these labs.
Transit Upcounty and to Northern Virginia
Gaithersburg (a biohealth powerhouse),
Germantown, and Clarksburg are envisioned
as employment hubs. However, companies
are increasingly seeking transit-served
locations with walkable amenities. We need
to implement the following Upcounty transit
projects:
- The Corridor Cities Transitway
- BRT on 355
- BRT on 270 to Northern Virginia, added
to the 270 managed lane plan (Transit
connections to Tysons and Downtown
are essential.)
- MARC integration with VRE
- Monorail or other transit to Frederick

We need stronger job growth. We have made
progress, but there have been some setbacks.
Seneca Science Corridor was envisioned for upper
270 with Johns Hopkins Univ. as its core.
Unfortunately, Johns Hopkins pulled out.
The White Flint Mall is a painful symbol of our
county’s problem. The Lerner family is not
convinced that if they build something they will
make a profit. There is higher density around Metro
stations, but we need to have enough development
for construction to be profitable.
Councilmember Riemer’s responses to questions:
Climate Change and Green Building Codes.
Construction is not meeting current International
Green Construction Codes. We have adopted the
2013 version of green building codes.
About 40% of energy use is through our buildings.
Another 40% is through vehicles.
We have to transform how buildings are built. It
takes decades for building structures to turn over.
We must get rid of coal-powered energy in our grid.
The school system has been slow to embrace solar
power.
School Boundary Study. An analysis of school
boundaries is underway. We are reopening
Woodward High School and are studying
construction of Crown HS in Gaithersburg. We
have to take a broad view of high school boundaries
and enrollment patterns.
Beltway Expansion. HB 1249 would require MD to
follow through on promises. Councilmember
Riemer supports Jared Solomon’s bill to revise the
P3 (public private partnerships) process. One of the
features of the reform bill would toughen P3
oversight.
How do we get past planning and into action?
Master plan visions do not always match what the
private sector wants to do. Lack of implementation
is a disappointment.
Tangible improvements we can do. More MARC
service, more buses on Connecticut Avenue.
The millennial generation is not settling in
Montgomery County because of lack of affordable
housing. They often feel they have no place in
neighborhoods of single-family homes. Kids that
grew up here cannot afford to live here. We need
more housing, including middle-income homes.
We don’t want to become Tysons. A lot of growth
and development in Virginia comes from Pentagon
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spending. Northern Virginia has had a tech
economy for a long time. There is much to like in
Montgomery County, but we need development to
keep going forward.
PRA Business
Safety Committee Report. Gabrielle Prandoni
reported on the Safety Committee’s investigation
into PRA purchasing a speed camera. She reported
that when a proposed speed camera location meets
DOT criteria, it will do a data collection study in
February or August. (Obviously there is more
vehicular traffic near schools in February.) Lara
Akinbami related the experience of PRA’s
unsuccessful appeal for a speed bump several years
ago.
Further speed camera discussion was postponed for
the Spring PRA meeting.
Presentation and Vote on PRA Budget for 2020
Gerald Sharp, treasurer, presented a table of 2018
and 2019 budgeted and actual expenses alongside
the proposed 2020 budget. Expense categories are:
Administration, Newsletters, Beautification
(including special projects) and Meeting Expenses.
Dues, $10 per member household, have remained
the same since 2003 when that annual membership
fee was raised from $5/year. Since that time,
besides inflation reducing the value of $10, our
expenses have increased a great deal, including
adding signs and plants at two of the Parkwood
entrances, adding the Wildwood Road garden with
its bench and little library, adding plants on the
Jonquil Lane easement between Edgefield Road and
Parkwood Drive, hiring a part time landscaper to
maintain the gardens and renovate the Saul Road
garden, and adding doggy potty bag dispensers
throughout the neighborhood and maintaining them.
Beautification donations have exceeded dues for the
past several years. Income from dues and donations
fell from $7655 in 2018 when we had additional
donations to support the Saul Road garden
renovation, to $7020 in 2019. Expenses exceeded
Income by $2700 in 2018 and by $700 in 2019.
These deficits were covered by PRA’s reserves.
There are 930 houses in Parkwood; PRA has
approximately 330 member households each year.
Approximately, 400 member households paid at
least once in the last three years, so the percentage
of households joining the PRA is very high.

The 2020 proposed budget was approved by
membership. It was decided to limit garden
maintenance to $4000 in 2020 and to only use up to
$1000 of reserve funds to pay for additional
beautification projects and other expenses this year.
Thus, the PRA will limit deficit spending this year
to $1000. Several beautification projects, such as
painting the Parkwood signs and refurbishing the
gardens, are pending. At the spring meeting, the
beautification committee will present for discussion
a list of priorities for 2020. A decision re: whether
to raise dues was postponed until the spring PRA
meeting.
Respectfully submitted,
Judith Dighe, secretary
10-Years Ago in Parkwood
From the minutes of the Spring 2010 meeting.
The guest speaker was Sanford Daley, the nowretired Town Manager of the Town of Kensington.
At the request of Liz Brennan, Mr. Daley was
invited to speak to members re: the benefits and
process of annexing additional neighborhoods into
local municipalities such as the Town of
Kensington. Mr. Daley made it clear that he was not
representing any official position of the Town, and
that he was representing himself tonight purely for
the purposes of sharing information. He stated that
there has been no discussion among Town officials
about any annexations. Mr. Daley formerly was
City Manager for Gaithersburg, which annexed
extensive surrounding lands, mostly undeveloped
farmland, during his appointment. [The minutes,
which are on the PRA website, have a summary of
the pros and cons discussed by Mr. Daley and those
attending the meeting.]
Kira Lueders stated that the PRA had held a similar
discussion about annexation three years ago [i.e., in
2008] when she was President, and that PRA had
conducted a written survey of all Parkwood
households, with 36 out of 37 respondents opposed
to incorporation or annexation. Liz Brennan
suggested that PRA should keep this discussion
ongoing.
The members also discussed each category of the
budget. Additional funds were voted for
beautification, needed for repairing/replacing some
of the winter storm damage, as well as funds to
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purchase additional neighborhood identification
signs and meeting signs, and a bench at
Saul/Wildwood garden. Funds were approved for
purchasing PRA refrigerator magnets [does anyone
still have one of these?].
Bailey Condrey was president, Gerald Sharp was
treasurer, Gail Condrey was chair of the
beautification committee, and Kira Lueders was
chair of the block captains. Pete Mansbach was the
webmaster, Maryann Dillon was the secretary, and
Kitty Stone was chair of the membership
committee. Paula Flicker agreed to take over for
Kitty after one more year and Matt Murton was
elected Vice President in place of Julie Tierney,
who resigned.
Treasurer’s Report
Gerald Sharp
As of the beginning of May, we have received
checks or PayPal payments from 275 members and
a total of $6500 in membership fees and donations
($2730 in dues and $3770 in donations). Based on
the membership levels of past years, I expect
another 30 or so people to pay their dues and make
optional donations, meaning that we can expect to
receive about $7000 in total receipts for the
year. We received $1550 through PayPal (24% of
total receipts), so this is becoming an increasing
popular way to pay PRA dues and donations.

Last year we spent $711 more than we received, and
in 2018 we spent $2729 more than we received
when we renovated the Saul Road garden. This
year it is also likely that we will spend more than
we receive in dues payments and donations. The
membership fee was last raised from $5 to $10 in
2003, and that $10 fee does not go as far as it used
to. Since 2003 we have added the listserve, several
gardens and the Parkwood entrance signs, as well as
the doggy potty stations that we now maintain in the
neighborhood. The PRA newsletter used to be 3-4
pages and now usually exceeds 12. Because of
everyone's generosity in donating to the
beautification fund and our reserve funds, we have
been able to avoid raising our annual membership
fee in recent years, but we cannot continue to spend
more than we take in, and we will discuss at the Fall
PRA meeting the possibility of raising the $10
annual fee.
If you have not yet paid your $10 membership dues
for 2020 and would like to do so, we are attaching a
membership form that can be printed off and mailed
with your check to Paula. You can also pay using a
credit card with PayPal. Information on how to do
this is available on the PRA Website
here. Parkwood Residents Association. Thanks
everyone for your support of the Parkwood
Residents Association.

Planted on the Parkwood triangle this winter by members of the PRA Executive Committee
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Planted on the Roxbury triangle this winter by
members of the PRA Executive Committee

PRA Executive Committee: Officers, Committee Chairs, and Other EC Members
Officers
President
Kira Lueders
301-564-0263
kklarl@yahoo.com
Vice President
Jeff Griffith
301-633-4512
jeff@jandjgriffith.com
Secretary
Judith Dighe
301-493-8867
judithdighe@verizon.net
Treasurer
Gerald Sharp
301-332-9887
gbs2001@yahoo.com
Committee Chairs
Beautification
Gail Condrey
240-888-2901
gaildalferes@yahoo.com
Block Captain
Kira Lueders
301-564-0263
kklarl@yahoo.com
Development
Jeff Griffith
301-633-4512
jeff@jandjgriffith.com
Membership
Paula Flicker
301-897-3869
pftoo@mindspring.com
Welcoming
Vacant
Other EC Members
Listserv Managers
Rob Shroff
rshroffpra@gmail.com
Susie Stritar
momstritar@gmail.com
Jeff Griffith
301-633-4512
jeff@jandjgriffith.com
Newsletter Editor
Jeff Griffith
301-633-4512
jeff@jandjgriffith.com
Webmaster
Alex Clark
aclark@aclark.net
MCCF Delegates
Kira Lueders
301-564-0263
kklarl@yahoo.com
Jeff Griffith
301-633-4512
jeff@jandjgriffith.com
Gail Condrey
240-888-2901
gaildalferes@yahoo.com
Past President
Bailey Condrey
571-213-2729
condreybailey@gmail.com
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Forgot to pay your dues? There is still time. Please fill out this form and send it to Paula
Flicker, the PRA Membership Chair at the address below.
Thank you.
Parkwood Residents Association – 2020 Membership/Renewal Application
Each year the PRA makes available on our listserv a list of PRA members who have paid their dues. In past years, some members
have forgotten if they paid or not, and this gives people a way to look it up. We will list names, street addresses, and email addresses.
This list will only be distributed on the Parkwood listserv and not on our website. Also it’s in PDF format to make it difficult for
anyone to use it as an email distribution list.

If you do not want your name on this list of paid-up members, please check below, and we will list you as
anonymous. _
_
Please list me as anonymous in the list of paid up members
Please print contact information for your household here:
Name(s): ____________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________ City:___________________ State/Zip: _______
Email: ___________________________________________

Are you a member of the PRA email listserv (check one): ______Yes

______No

Information on how to join the listserv is available here: www.parkwoodresidents.org
A paper copy of the winter issue of the PRA newsletter is distributed to all Parkwood residences. The other copies during the year are
delivered electronically by email. We also will post all newsletters on the PRA website and distribute them on our listserv. If you
cannot receive a copy electronically and would like a printed copy, please check below, and we will mail you printed copies of the
electronic newsletters.

_____ I cannot receive an electronic copy. Please mail me a copy of each newsletter (newsletter mailing
is restricted to members who do not have email addresses who are also not on the listserv)
Enclosed
$ _____ Annual membership dues ($10 per household) $ ____ Donation to Beautification Committee (optional)

Please make your check payable to: PRA or Parkwood Residents Association
Checks can be mailed to this address:

Parkwood Residents Association
c/o Paula Flicker, PRA Membership Secretary
10225 Parkwood Ct.
Kensington, MD 20895

You can also pay using our PayPal account at http://parkwoodresidents.org/

