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Parkwood 
Residents Association – Fall 2020 Newsletter 

 

 
 

Next Meeting: Monday, October 26, 2020, 7:30 pm on Zoom 

 

The Fall meeting of the Parkwood Residents Association will be held on Monday, October 26 at 7:30.  It will be 

a chance to gather, via computer, in an engaging meeting online using the software program Zoom.  

 

We have asked our Delegates Emily Shetty and Jared Solomon, elected to the Maryland General Assembly in 

2018, to talk about the important issues that will be considered in the 2021 session of the General Assembly, 

such as the proposed expansion of 495/270, the state budget in the face of the challenges brought by COVID, 

environmental concerns, educational issues, and any other topics that Parkwood residents may want to raise. 

 

If you want to join this meeting, please send an email message to Jeff Griffith, PRA Vice President at 

jeff@jandjgriffith.com.   He will send you the Zoom invite and information on how to link up.  For more, see 

the note on page 18. We look forward to seeing you all online! 

IN THIS NEWSLETTER 
 

The new PRA website is now fully operational, thanks to the efforts of Rob Shroff, our website 

manager, assisted by Jeff Griffith and a team of PRA volunteers. Special thanks to Peter Mansbach, who 

first created and maintained the system, and to Alex Clark, who kept it going after Peter retired from that 

job.  See page 15 for more.  

 Please welcome the new chair of our Welcoming Committee – Gabrielle Prandoni.  See p. 16. 

 

https://parkwoodresidents.org/
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Political Notes 
There is a lot going on this fall at both the state and 

county level.  Here is a brief summary of just some 

of the activity, with links to nonpartisan sources of 

information where available.  The links page on the 

new PRA website provides information about how 

to contact your representatives if you want to 

express your opinion to them on any issue. 

 

November Election of State and County 

Candidates 

The League of Women Voters provides a website 

that has the positions of candidates on various 

issues summarized in their own words. Users are 

asked to give their addresses so that the display of 

candidates can be customized.  The Bethesda Beat 

has also created a voters guide to candidates and 

issues in the local and federal races, and, similarly 

to the League, uses the candidates own responses to 

questions on the issues. While all elections are 

important, there are particularly significant races for 

the school board. 

 

November Ballot Questions 

In addition to the candidates for elected offices, 

there are a number of state and county Questions on 

the ballot.  

 

At the state level, there are two:   

QUESTION 1 

A constitutional amendment that would authorize 

the General Assembly, beginning in FY2024, to 

increase, diminish, or add items to the budget as 

long as it does not exceed the proposed budget 

submitted by the governor.  The Assembly does not 

currently have this authority.  An objective 

summary of the proposed amendment along with 

pro and con arguments can be found at 

Ballotpedia.org 

 

QUESTION 2 

A referendum to approve the expansion of 

commercial gaming in the State of Maryland to 

authorize sports and events betting for the primary 

purpose of raising revenue for education. An 

objective summary of the referendum, along with 

pro arguments can be found at Ballotpedia.org.  

This independent site reported that it could find no 

publicly accessible opposing arguments. 

 

At the county level, there are four questions; as 

summarized by Bethesda Magazine they are: 

 

QUESTION A 

Summary:  The Montgomery County Council has 

proposed removing a cap that limits how much the 

county’s property tax revenue can increase in a 

single year. The proposal would require all nine 

council members to approve an increase in the tax 

rate. 

 

This amendment would replace the current property 

tax limit, which requires an affirmative vote of all 

current Councilmembers to levy a tax on real 

property that would produce total revenue that 

exceeds the total revenue produced by the tax on 

real property in the preceding fiscal year plus any 

increase in the Consumer Price Index. 

 

Currently, the county is only allowed to increase its 

revenue by a percentage equal to the Consumer 

Price Index in the Washington region for a 12-

month period ending on Nov. 30. 

 

QUESTION B 

Summary: Montgomery County resident Robin 

Ficker collected enough signatures on a petition to 

put a measure on the ballot to limit tax increases. 

 

His proposal is to prohibit the County Council from 

increasing property tax revenue greater than a 

percentage equal to the Consumer Price Index in the 

Washington region for a 12-month period ending on 

Nov. 30 of the preceding year. 

 

The cap was 1.27% for the current fiscal year. It is 

estimated to be 0.6% in the next fiscal year. 

Currently, the County Council may exceed the CPI 

percentage increase only if all nine council 

members agree. Ficker’s proposal would eliminate 

the possibility of a greater increase, even by a 

unanimous vote, under any circumstances. 

 

QUESTION C 

Summary: The Montgomery County Council 

currently has nine members — five elected by 

districts and four elected at-large, representing the 

entire county. The County Council has proposed 

expanding the council from nine seats to 11 seats. 

Seven members would be elected by district. The 

other four seats would remain at large. 

https://parkwoodresidents.org/links/#reps
https://www.vote411.org/
https://bethesdamagazine.com/2020-general-election-voters-guide/
https://ballotpedia.org/Maryland_Question_1,_Legislative_Authority_over_State_Budget_Amendment_(2020)
https://ballotpedia.org/Maryland_Question_2,_Sports_Betting_Measure_(2020)


 3 

QUESTION D 

Summary: A group called Nine Districts for MoCo 

collected enough signatures on a petition to put a 

measure on the ballot to change the structure of the 

Montgomery County Council. The County Council 

currently has nine members — five elected by 

districts and four elected at-large, representing the 

entire county. The proposal by Nine Districts for 

MoCo would change the four at-large seats into 

seats elected by district. The council would stay at 

nine seats, with all nine elected by districts. 

 

Many organizations and individuals have expressed 

opinions about each of these questions on the 

county section of the ballot.  These views can be 

readily found on the web.  

 

State Legislation and Budget 

As noted in the spring newsletter, the Governor and 

General Assembly had to focus most of their work 

on the effect of the pandemic on people’s lives.  

The legislature then had to truncate its work this 

year, and much remains to be done in the next 

session beginning in January.  There is likely to be a 

budget shortfall with cuts to follow.  

 

Some of the significant issues to be addressed by 

the legislature in addition to the budget are:  

 

• Funding for education: The Governor 

vetoed the bill that would have funded a 

major increase in state aid to education 

based on the proposals of the Kirwin 

Commission. 

• Plan for expanding I-495 and I-270, 

especially in light of the recent halt in work 

on the Purple line 

• Expansion of commercial gambling in 

Maryland, if the referendum on the ballot 

this year passes 

• Allowing the sale of alcohol in grocery 

stores: a bill permitting this may be 

proposed this year. 

Our speakers at our fall meeting will undoubtedly 

have other issues they will want to discuss and hear 

about from us. 

 

County Legislation and the Budget 

While the County Council and County Executive 

have tried to deal with the economic and social 

challenges of COVID, they have also had to address 

other major and ongoing issues including those 

caused by the lack of economic growth; the need to 

protect the environment; and racial tensions, 

especially as they affect and are affected by 

policing, to name just a few.  The county’s efforts to 

protect the environmental are described in the 

ENVIRONMENTALIST’S CORNER, elsewhere in 

this newsletter.  

 

The lack of economic growth can be seen in the two 

graphs on the next page by political commentator 

Adam Pagnucco, which show the county’s low 

employment growth and the low rate of 

establishment of new businesses in the private 

sector, in comparison to nearby counties and other 

jurisdictions 

 

Two initiatives put forward by the county Council 

and by the Montgomery County Planning Board are 

aimed at improving the county’s economic 

condition.  Council Bill 29-20 offers 15-year 

property tax breaks on Metro development 

projects in the hope that this will spur high rise 

development activity near Metro stations.  This 

bill passed the Council the week of October 5.   

 

A second initiative by the Planning Board derives 

from the county code that requires the government 

to evaluate public infrastructure capacities, such as 

schools and roads, and find them to be sufficient to 

support a proposed development before approving 

certain plans and permits. The Growth Management 

Policy provides the criteria, guidelines, and tools to 

be used for the capacity analysis and determination 

for how timely delivery of public facilities will 

serve existing and future development. 

 

The Growth Management Policy must be updated 

every four years.  According to the Montgomery 

County Civic Federation [of which PRA is a 

member] the Planning Board has proposed 

many changes to the policy that reflect more of 

an emphasis on growth rather than balancing 

the infrastructure to support new development.  

They have also proposed additional exemptions 

from impact taxes for development in expanded 

areas of the county.  

  

https://apps.montgomerycountymd.gov/ccllims/BillDetailsPage?RecordId=2668
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Many of these changes could  potentially have a negative effect on the county’s ability to provide 

funding for new school facilities.  The board, however, has argued that the lost revenue could be 

replaced with another increase in the recordation tax on real estate transactions such as home sales. 

 

The challenges posed by the lack of economic growth and the various efforts to address them will 

continue to be tracked in future newsletters. 

 

And remember that the links page on the new PRA website provides information about how to 

contact your representatives if you want to express your opinion to them on any issue. 

 

https://parkwoodresidents.org/links/#reps
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UPDATE ON DEVELOPMENT 

PROJECTS 

I-495 and I-270 

According to the MD Department of Transportation 

[MDOT] website, work is continuing at the state 

level on the proposal to expand I-495 and I-270.  

“Comments on the I-495 and I-270 Managed 

Lanes Study Draft Environmental Impact 

Statement/Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation will be 

accepted [until] November 9, 2020 by 11:59 p.m.  

MDOT, SHA [State Highway Administration] and 

FHWA [Federal Highway Administration]will 

review all comments and consider and respond to 

all substantive comments received in the 

preparation of the Final Environmental Impact 

Statement.  ALL COMMENTS received, whether 

through oral testimony, OR through comment form, 

email, and letter will be given EQUAL 

CONSIDERATION”.  Comments can be submitted 

at this link. 

 

The Maryland Department of the Environment 

[MDE] conducted six Joint Public Hearings in 

August and September so the public could provide 

oral testimony on the Draft Environmental Impact 

Statement (DEIS). Two in-person public hearings 

were held in Montgomery and Prince George’s 

counties on September 1 and 10, 2020.  Videos of 

the public hearings held to date can be viewed 

online. 

 

A number of senators and delegates to the Maryland 

General Assembly, including Senator Jeff 

Waldstreicher, and Delegates Al Carr, Emily 

Shetty, and Jared Solomon, all of whom represent 

Parkwood, have written to MDOT “…to express 

our frustration and extreme concern with the Draft 

Environmental Impact Statement of the I-495 & I-

270 Managed Lanes Study.” Their full letter can be 

seen here. 

 

The arguments of citizens and groups opposed to 

the expansion as currently being planned can be 

found at the website of Citizens Against Beltway 

Expansion. 

 

Purple Line  

Work has halted on the Purple Line, the light rail 

line intended to link metro stations in Bethesda and 

New Carrollton in Prince Georges County.  Because 

of a dispute between the state and the private 

contractor over who should pay for cost overruns, 

the contractor has withdrawn from the project. The 

state department of transportation has assumed 

management responsibility; reports suggest that 

work will not resume for at least six months. Total 

costs of the project are now uncertain.   

 

Because this was [and could still remain] the most 

expensive public-private partnership in the state of 

Maryland to date, it has implications for the same 

approach to funding proposed by the governor for 

the expansion of I-495/I-270. 

 

Significant updates will be posted on the PRA 

listserve and website. 

 

Residences at Knowles Station and The Flats at 

Knowles Station 

Developer is Woodside Builders.   

Two building projects are in the works or have been 

proposed at the intersection of Knowles Avenue and 

Summit Avenue.  See graphic below. 

 

On the south side of Knowles there will be six 

townhouses [lower portion of the graphic].  This 

project has been approved by the Planning Board.  

Demolition signs have been posted on site of the 

townhouses and construction could begin as soon as 

the Maryland State Highway Administration [SHA] 

makes a determination regarding the lanes at the 

intersection of Summit and Knowles.   

 

 
 

There is a right turn lane from Summit onto 

Knowles; at issue is whether to narrow the lane on 

Knowles to allow for a wider sidewalk and bike 

lane. While supportive of the wider sidewalk, 

members of the PRA Development Committee have 

 

file:///C:/Users/gbs2001/Downloads/Comments%20on%20the%20I-495%20and%20I-270%20Managed%20Lanes%20Study%20Draft%20Environmental%20Impact%20Statement/Draft%20Section%204(f)%20Evaluation%20will%20be%20accepted%20%5buntil%5d%20November%209,%202020%20by%2011:59%20p.m.%20%20MDOT%20SHA%20and%20FHWA%20will%20review%20all%20comments%20and%20consider%20and%20respond%20to%20all%20substantive%20comments%20received%20in%20the%20preparation%20of%20the%20Final%20Environmental%20Impact%20Statement.%20%20ALL%20COMMENTS%20received,%20whether%20through%20oral%20testimony,%20OR%20through%20comment%20form,%20email,%20and%20letter%20will%20be%20given%20EQUAL%20CONSIDERATION.
file:///C:/Users/gbs2001/Downloads/Comments%20on%20the%20I-495%20and%20I-270%20Managed%20Lanes%20Study%20Draft%20Environmental%20Impact%20Statement/Draft%20Section%204(f)%20Evaluation%20will%20be%20accepted%20%5buntil%5d%20November%209,%202020%20by%2011:59%20p.m.%20%20MDOT%20SHA%20and%20FHWA%20will%20review%20all%20comments%20and%20consider%20and%20respond%20to%20all%20substantive%20comments%20received%20in%20the%20preparation%20of%20the%20Final%20Environmental%20Impact%20Statement.%20%20ALL%20COMMENTS%20received,%20whether%20through%20oral%20testimony,%20OR%20through%20comment%20form,%20email,%20and%20letter%20will%20be%20given%20EQUAL%20CONSIDERATION.
https://495-270-p3.com/your-participation/provide-feedback/
https://495-270-p3.com/your-participation/past-public-outreach/#hearingvideos
https://pra727684468.files.wordpress.com/2020/10/md-ga-letter-re-495-270.pdf
https://pra727684468.files.wordpress.com/2020/10/md-ga-letter-re-495-270.pdf
https://www.cabe495.com/
https://www.cabe495.com/
http://www.woodsidedc.com/knowlesinfo.html
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asked whether the bike lane would be better placed 

on the north side of Knowles, adjacent to the 

proposed apartment building, which will have over 

50 bike racks.  In its preliminary review, the SHA 

has already decided to move back the stop line in 

the left-turn-only lane from Knowles west-bound 

onto Summit south-bound.  This is because large 

vehicles such as buses and trucks often encroach 

onto that lane as they turn east onto Knowles from 

Summit. 

 

On the north side is a 95-unit apartment complex 

for which some commercial activity has been 

proposed.  This project has not yet been submitted 

to the Planning Board. 

 

Clare Murphy, a member of the PRA Development 

Committee, has devoted considerable time and 

energy to tracking these two projects for the 

association. 

 

 

Modena Reserve 

Under construction at the intersection of 

Metropolitan Avenue and St. Paul Street in 

Kensington.  As described by the developer, this 

will be: 

• 135-unit luxury independent, assisted living 

and memory care community 

• Adjacent to historic Kensington train station 

with direct access to Union Station in 

Washington 

• Expected delivery by March  2021 

 

Strathmore Square 

As pointed out in the discussion above regarding the 

county’s lack of economic growth [see POLITICAL 

NOTES, County Legislation and Budget] the 

council and the Planning Board are taking steps to 

increase development in the county.  The Planning 

Board has lifted the ban on development projects 

that would result in adding students to already 

overcrowded schools [referred to as “the 

moratorium”.   

 

One immediate and nearby result is that at a hearing 

on October 15, the Planning Board is likely to 

remove the age-restriction from 400 dwelling units 

and approve 909 additional dwelling units for the 

major development project at the Grosvenor / 

Strathmore Metro station, referred to as Strathmore 

Square. 

 

Knowles Manor 

Construction has begun on this proposed senior 

citizen apartment and condo complex to be located 

on Knowles Avenue across from Strosniders 

Hardware store.  [You have undoubtedly noticed the 

giant construction hole in the ground.]  The start of 

work was delayed for a while when a local citizens 

group called Neighbors for an Improved Kensington 

filed suit to obtain a number of changes in the plan.  

As reported in the spring newsletter, this suit has 

been resolved. The developer made a number of 

concessions, including revising the design for the 

layby lane on Knowles to improve traffic flow and 

pedestrian safety. They also agreed to assist with 

enforcement of no delivery trucks blocking  

 

 

Knowles and to contribute $100K to the town 

toward traffic enforcement. The revised layby lane 

must be approved by the Planning Board; this is 

pending on the Board’s agenda for December but is 

expected to be approved. See the “Neighbors” letter 

about why they filed the suit and the resulting 

settlement. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

https://www.mccafferyinc.com/portfolio/modena-reserve-kensington
https://pra727684468.files.wordpress.com/2020/10/news-from-neighbors-to-improve-kensington-knowles-manor.pdf
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Updating the County General Plan – Thrive 

Montgomery 2050 

[This is an edited summary of a report  prepared by 

the Montgomery County Civic Association (MCCF) 

of which PRA is a member.] 

The Montgomery County Planning Department is 

updating the county’s General Plan, the long-term 

vision of Montgomery County’s goals for land use 

planning, housing supply, protection of 

environmental resources, and efficient 

transportation systems. All future master plans for 

the next 30 years will be based on the 

recommendations in the General Plan. The 

Planning Department has labeled this new plan 

“Thrive Montgomery 2050” and has begun reaching 

out to residents for their thoughts about what is 

important to them and their neighbors. [See the 

Planning Department’s website here.] 

 

The broad goals of Thrive Montgomery 2050 are: 

Complete Communities, Connectedness, Diverse 

Economies, Safe and Efficient Travel, Housing 

Affordability and Attainability, Healthy and 

Sustainable Environment, Diverse and Adaptable 

Growth, and Culture and Design.  

 

There are concerns, however, that the present 

timeline for the design and finalization of the new 

General Plan is too optimistic in light of the current 

economic environment and public health emergency 

caused by the global coronavirus pandemic. Many 

of the important underlying assumptions of a 

General Plan for the County will need to be 

reconsidered—and even changed—given the 

currently observed changes we see in transportation 

demand, housing demand, economic activity, 

education modalities, and infrastructure needs. At 

present, the timeline for a new General Plan was to 

have a Working Plan Draft this past September 

2020 with review by the Planning Board completed 

by March 2021, and Council Review and Approval 

by April 2021. 

 

This accelerated schedule is not practical or 

reasonable for a project of such great importance to 

the county’s long-term planning framework. 

Residents need more time and information to 

appropriately weigh in on the many complicated 

issues involved in a General Plan. The community 

outreach and the opportunity to participate in the 

Plan’s design has been severely curtailed by the 

constraints imposed by the coronavirus pandemic. 

Moreover, until the effects of the pandemic on the 

County’s economic environment are known, it is 

crucial for Planning staff to study a range of 

alternative economic scenarios that will provide the 

background for the county’s future planning 

environment. 

 

Montgomery County residents need sufficient time 

and opportunity to consider the assumptions and 

implications of the Thrive Montgomery project. It is 

appropriate and necessary that the process take into 

account the impacts arising from the pandemic. The 

current timetable does not permit adequate 

community consultation and input.  

 

MCCF calls on the Montgomery County Planning 

Board and the Montgomery County Council to take 

into account the changed circumstances affecting 

the design of a General Plan and to postpone its 

finalization by the Board and its transmittal and 

consideration by the County Council for at least 

one year and until after the state of emergency in 

the County is over. MCCF members, and the 

Montgomery County community at-large, must 

have an appropriate opportunity to discuss the 

assumptions and recommendations of this project so 

important to the County’s future. 
 

SCHOOLS 
MCPS is dealing with a number of challenges, but 

the biggest, of course, is when students will be able 

to return to the classroom with their classmates and 

teachers.  Distance learning appears to be working 

better than it was in the spring, but it is still difficult 

for many parents and kids.  This is particularly the 

case for working parents with younger children and 

especially true for the very youngest children, for 

students with special needs, and for those for whom 

English is a second language. There are reports that 

MCPS has started to plan for small groups to return 

to school, but there are many challenges to be 

worked out, including, not just how classrooms will 

be managed, but how students will get to and from 

school safely, etc.   

 

A number of private schools have reopened for in-

class instruction, but it is too early to say what 

problems, if any, will arise. 
 

 

https://montgomeryplanning.org/planning/master-plan-list/general-plans/thrive-montgomery-2050/thrive-montgomery-2050-resources/
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ENVIRONMENTALIST’S CORNER 
Both the State of Maryland and Montgomery 

County have set ambitious goals for reducing 

greenhouse gas emissions as one means of 

protecting our environment.  

 

Montgomery County 

Adam Ortiz, the county’s Director of 

Environmental Protection described the county’s 

goals and plans at the PRA spring 2020 meeting 

held last June via Zoom.  See the excellent 

summary of his presentation, prepared by Judith 

Dighe, PRA Secretary, in the minutes of that 

meeting on the PRA website.   

 

The county’s goal, as shown in the chart below is an 

80%  reduction of greenhouse gas emissions [GGE] 

by 2027 and 100% by 2035.  [Source: Montgomery 

County Department of Environmental Protection] 

 

The primary sources of pollution in the county are 

shown in the graphic below. 

 

 

To achieve the county’s goals, the County 

Executive established a working group of citizens 

and organizations to create a Climate Action and 

Resilience Plan.  As shown in the graphic below, 

the group’s plan is scheduled to be available for 

public comment in late 2020 and finalized in early 

2021. 

 

An overview of the working group’s current draft 

plan can be seen on the DEP website 

 

 

State of Maryland 

[This summary is from the Maryland Department of 

the Environment webpage on its Climate Change 

Program] 

 

In 2009, Maryland adopted the Greenhouse Gas 

Emissions Reduction Act of 2009 (GGRA). The law 

requires the State to reduce GHG emissions 25 

percent from a 2006 baseline by 2020, in a way that 

ensures a positive impact on Maryland's economy, 

protects existing manufacturing jobs, and creates 

new jobs in the State.  

 

The Maryland Department of the Environment 

[MDE] 2015 GGRA Plan update showed that 

Maryland was on target to not only meet but also to 

exceed this level of emissions reduction; with an 

estimated economic benefit between $2.5 and $3.5 

billion in increased economic output by 2020 as 

well as creation and maintenance of between 26,000 

and 33,000 new jobs.  

 

In 2015, Governor Hogan signed an updated version 

of the law, which includes the same balanced 

requirements and safeguards as the original, such as 
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https://pra727684468.files.wordpress.com/2020/07/2020-06-02-meeting-1.pdf
https://pra727684468.files.wordpress.com/2020/07/2020-06-02-meeting-1.pdf
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/green/Resources/Files/climate/workgroup-recommendations/overview-of-workgroup-recommendations.pdf
https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/Air/ClimateChange/Pages/index.aspx
https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/Air/ClimateChange/Pages/index.aspx
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additional reporting and a mid-course reaffirmation 

of goals by the Maryland General Assembly, as 

well as incorporating protection for jobs and the 

economy. The most significant enhancement was a 

new benchmark requiring a 40 percent reduction of 

emissions from 2006 levels by 2030. This additional 

benchmark was included in order to ensure 

continued progress after 2020 toward the State's 

long-term GHG emission reduction goals.  

 

According to a World Resources Institute report 

published in August 2020, Maryland leads the 

nation in the amount of emissions reductions (38%) 

and simultaneous growth of GDP (18%) in a 12 

year period.  

 

Last fall, MDE released a comprehensive, 

economy-wide draft plan to dramatically reduce 

emissions of greenhouse gases that contribute to 

climate change. The draft plan will set Maryland on 

an ambitious path and serve as a model for how the 

nation can respond to climate change while also 

supporting economic growth.  

 

The plan calls for a 44% reduction in greenhouse 

gas emissions by 2030, surpassing the 40% 

reduction goal required by state law. In addition to 

reducing emissions that contribute to climate 

change, following the plan also will produce better 

air quality by reducing emissions that contribute to 

ground-level ozone and fine particle pollution. It 

also will improve water quality through reductions 

in nitrogen pollution to the state’s waterways, 

including the Chesapeake Bay.  

 

The Maryland Department of the Environment 

conducted public forums throughout Maryland and 

online for citizens, stakeholders, and communities 

to comment on the draft plan. The public comment 

period closed as of April 21, 2020; staff is finalizing 

the GGRA report to submit to Governor Hogan and 

the State Legislature by the end of this year. 

 

The current draft of the Maryland Action Plan on 

Greenhouse Gas Emissions is on this 

MDE webpage. 

 

Other Initiatives 

In addition to implementing the county and state 

plans for reducing greenhouse emissions, once they 

are finalized, there are other actions that have been 

initiated or could be undertaken to help protect our 

environment.  Several of these are noted below.   

 

Increase the availability of solar power:  The 

County Council is considering a proposal to build 

an array of solar panels in the Ag Preserve.  There 

are strong opinions about this proposals with 

environmental activists on both sides of the issue.  

See these links for the views of some of  

those for and some of those against. 

 

Our esteemed PRA Treasurer [also an NIH 

scientist] has researched and written several articles 

for previous newsletters about actions that could be 

taken to protect the environment.  These are now on 

the PRA website; their topics are listed below with 

links to the full text. 

 

Eliminate single-use plastic 

Enact a bottle-deposit law 

Local recycling and the problem of plastics 

 

Future newsletter articles will cover other steps 

being taken or proposed to protect and improve our 

environment, including our waterways, our forests, 

and our land. 

 

Opinions 

There are many thoughtful articles about the state of 

the environment and the causes of its condition.  A 

number of these also express political views about 

the causes and the possible solutions.  Some these 

will be referenced here with links to the text.  

Parkwood residents are invited to send articles of 

this type to the newsletter editor for inclusion in the 

Environmentalist’s Corner section of the 

newsletter.  The goal of this section is a present a 

balance of viewpoints.   

 

Vote – Our Lives Depend on It, Bailey Condrey.   

This article describes the devasting impact of the 

current number of forest fires, global temperature 

rise, increasing number and severity of hurricanes, 

and sea level rise, especially on SuperFund sites. 

There are six such sites in Maryland, which, if 

overflooded, could, according to the author 

contaminate the Chesapeake Bay and potentially 

shut down much of the fishing industry.  The author 

argues that the current, or a new, federal 

administration needs to take aggressive action to 

address these challenges. 

https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/Air/ClimateChange/Pages/Greenhouse-Gas-Emissions-Reduction-Act-(GGRA)--Draft-Plan.aspx
https://www.sierraclub.org/maryland/montgomery-county/blog/2020/08/why-we-support-solar-zoning-text-amendment-zta-montgomery
http://www.mocoalliance.org/news/zta-20-01-commercial-solar-fact-sheet
https://pra727684468.files.wordpress.com/2020/10/plastics-everywhere-2.pdf
https://pra727684468.files.wordpress.com/2020/10/time-for-a-bottle-bill.pdf
https://pra727684468.files.wordpress.com/2020/10/story-of-planstic-spring-2020.pdf
https://pra727684468.files.wordpress.com/2020/10/vote-our-lives-depend-on-it-093020.pdf
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Some Good Parkwood Stories 
[Editor’s note.  As I prepared the fall newsletter I 

knew that many good things had been happening in 

Parkwood in the past several months despite the 

many challenges we have been dealing with. In the 

hopes that we would remember some of these, I 

invited people to send me a sentence or two about 

something good that they had seen, heard, or 

experienced. Here is a sampling of what folks sent.  

In the interest of privacy, I omitted people’s names 

but not the good things that happened.] 

 

*************************************** 

My 8-year-old progressed to riding her bike 

confidently.  We got her an upgrade to the next 

wheel size from a neighbor, and I bought a bike 

from a neighbor for myself, and now we can finally 

take family bike rides!  A milestone for us. 

 

*************************************** 

Our neighbor painted a wonderful hopscotch on 

Wildwood Road for the children to use this summer 

!  

[Editor’s note – I tried it once on one of my jogging 

days; it worked just fine, me, less so.  ] 

 

**************************************** 

We live on Parkwood Terrace with a five-year-old 

and two-year-old. When people started putting their 

teddy bears in the windows, shortly after quarantine 

started, our kids would stop on their daily walks to 

admire the toys along the way. One kind neighbor 

would make her teddy bear come to life. High-

fiving the kids on the windowpane. Making the bear 

dance, blow kisses, and chat. They loved the 

interaction so much and it really filled some social 

space that they were missing when preschool 

closed. The bear is still there, and they still stop to 

say hello, even when he is “sleeping.” 

 

*************************************** 

During one month this spring when we were really 

confined to our homes, because of the coronavirus, 

one of our fellow Parkwood residents sent pictures 

and words of inspiration from the fairies in her 

garden, reminding us of the beauty of nature and 

kind thoughts that helped us better get through each 

day.  

 

 

 

*****************************************

Some good things… 

• I meet more of my neighbors, and we had more 

time to speak and get to know each other. 

• I found that cars were willing to let me cross the 

street as people did not appear to be in their 

usual “hurry mode”. 

• Because I found the Beach Drive path too 

crowded, I took my walks around our 

neighborhood and the Chevy Chase view 

neighborhood and discovered beautiful homes 

and landscaping that I had never seen before. 

• I slowed down and learned more about being 

inside and savoring the present moment. 

***************************************** 

Two young girls who live across the street from us 

have begun helping our other neighbor across the 

street with her gardening chores.  She has a well-

manicured garden and takes great pride in her 

numerous flowering plants and shrubs. The little 

girls have become her gardening interns and can be 

seen regularly assisting her with weeding, planting 

and wheeling various tools and supplies around the 

yard in the red "wheelbarrow." 

 

***************************************** 

There were free neighborhood concerts.  People I 

have never seen before came to hear them. 

 

***************************************** 

A new mother returned home and was settling in 

when a pipe burst very late at night.  One of our 

ever vigilant and very helpful listserve members 

found a plumber who came to the rescue in the 

middle of the night. 

 

***************************************** 

People walked more and waved to me even though 

they did not know me [nor I them]. 
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***************************************** 

My favorite moment has to have been a socially 

distanced 2nd birthday party for my son Burke. I’ve 

also enjoyed exchanging pleasantries with my 

neighbors during walks in the neighborhood and on 

the trail.  

 

 
 

***************************************** 

Who could resist this new resident who came to 

cheer everyone up for the not-as-much-fun 

Halloween this year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRA SAFETY COMMITTEE REPORT 
Since 2019, the PRA Safety Committee has been 

using the Parkwood listserve to alert the community 

to the following : 

• Recommendations from Montgomery 

County Police Department (MCPD) on ways 

to reduce crime to personal property.  

• Information about fire safety. 

• Up-to-date information about neighborhood 

crime statistics bi-monthly. 

• Various ongoing telephone, internet or door-

to-door scams. 

In addition, it has: 

• Worked with the Office of Montgomery 

County Council Member Andrew Friedson, 

thru Aaron Kraus, and Dan McHugh, 

Manager from the MC Department of 

Housing and Community Affairs (DHCA) to 

address uncut lawns and other problems 

with neglected houses in the community that 

appear to be abandoned.  

• Worked with Montgomery County 

Transportation Department (MCDOT) to 

install improved signage to reduce traffic 

accidents/violations.  

The Parkwood Safety Committee 

Jill Lipton and Gabrielle Prandoni, Co-Chairs 
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Meet Your Neighbor 
Suzan Song, MD, MPH, PhD 

 

 
 

 

She finally realized she had to leave Burundi where 

she had been studying former child soldiers when 

her interpreter told her she had been targeted for 

murder and had to go into hiding.  “I thought, OK, 

this is it, this is my time.”  Fortunately, nothing 

happened.  She did go into hiding, and then she left 

Burundi to return to the U.S. a few days later.  But 

it would be awhile before she was able to return to 

Africa. 

 

Meet Suzan Song, MD, MPH, PhD, now a professor 

of child and adolescent psychiatry at George 

Washington University and a Parkwood resident 

since 2016, where she lives with her family, 

husband Ben and two children, 3 and 5 years old. 

 

Hers is an extraordinary story.  She had always been 

told to have specific goals and to stay focused.  

“But I have never been that kind of person.  I am 

motivated by things that upset me and there are a lot 

of things that upset me.” While an undergraduate at 

the University of Michigan, she attended a session 

at which a young Bangladeshi woman spoke about 

acid burning. At that time, if young girls refused the 

advances of some men, they had acid thrown in 

their faces, which results in horrible disfigurement.  

In a country in which appearance is very important, 

this can result in a miserable existence because the 

girls are often abandoned by their families. 

 

That was when Suzan decided she wanted to 

become a burn surgeon -- so she could help victims 

like these young girls.  She went to the University 

of Chicago Pritzker School of Medicine, where she 

graduated in 2005.  During her training, however, 

she discovered that surgery was not the best match 

for her, and she wanted to connect in a different 

way with people. Some physicians want to save 

lives; Suzan wanted to advocate for those who were 

marginalized or suffering. Psychiatry just “felt right 

for me”.   

 

Suzan then combined psychiatry with a master’s 

degree in public health, which gave her a broader, 

more global understanding of the social context of 

medicine and psychiatry.  After her MPH she went 

on to do her psychiatric residency at Harvard and 

concurrently began working with child soldiers in 

Sierra Leone and Liberia. After residency she did a 

pediatric psychiatry fellowship at Stanford 

University, again working concurrently in the field, 

this time with children in Ethiopia and Haiti.  Then 

she became a post-doctoral fellow at Stanford, 

where she also started a PhD program at the 

University of Amsterdam, doing field work with 

child soldiers in Burundi.  In case that does not 

sound like enough for a person with talent and 

energy, during her pediatric psychiatry fellowship, 

she had begun working clinically as medical 

director of a survivor torture clinic; she continued to 

see survivors of torture all through her postdoc 

program and her PhD program.   

 

Why child soldiers in Africa?  “I wanted to know 

how people heal from trauma and believe that if you 

want to learn something, learn from the most 

extreme cases.”  She could have done this in a 

country like Rwanda, which would have been 

easier.  But “I chose Burundi because nobody 

knows the country.  It is right next to Rwanda and 

had similar ethnic violence.  But Rwanda is the 

darling child of Africa. There are lot of expats 

living there now, and it has a lot more resources. 

Burundi is the opposite.  And it is not as safe, so 

that is why I wanted to go there, so I could have an 

impact.” 

 

All of her work with child soldiers was done on her 

own, only going to countries where she had 

relationships with local communities, who invited 

her. The most meaningful part of her work was the 

relationships she cultivated, learning from local 

communities and supporting local initiatives. She 

believes there isn’t fundamentally much different 

between her and a child soldier – except where one 

was raised. That where we live can strongly shape 

who we become. The reason her life came under 

threat in Burundi is that she had to carry around a 

great deal of American dollars to pay her security, 

her driver, her translator, etc.  There were no banks 



 13 

she could use, no in-country organization that 

would provide funding or manage such payments.  

She was on her own with a lot of cash.  Yet she 

persisted…until she had to come back for her own 

safety. 

 

Once home, it took her awhile to recover.  She tried 

to do an interview on NPR with Robin Young of 

Here and Now, but completely froze when she tried 

to respond to Robin’s questions; she could not 

speak at all.  That’s when she realized she had to 

stop listening to any news programs at all.  

 

Then, in her own words, “I made the mistake of 

listening to the news again.  They were interviewing 

kids in Syria, talking about the use of chemical 

weapons.  So I wondered if I could be of use.  Two 

weeks later I was in the UN Refugee Agency 

refugee camp in Syria.  The International Medical 

Corps (IMC) and UNICEF asked me to come out 

because of the violence in the camp, thinking it was 

teenagers  and young men, and they were asking me 

how we can mitigate this violence in the refugee 

camp?”   

 

One of the reasons she decided to do it was that this 

time she would not be on her own.  With UNICEF 

[United Nations Children’s Fund] and the IMC 

[International Medical Corps],  she would have 

protection and an organization to support her.  “So I 

landed.  People met me.  The first thing they did 

was give me was a phone with pre-programmed 

numbers for emergencies.”   

 

The camp had just been built when she arrived, and 

4,000 people were coming in every day.  The 

average stay in a camp is seven years.  But a lot of 

Syrians who came thought they would be there for 

just a few weeks.  “It was hard to see that people 

just wanted to go back home to Syria. They were 

getting so much misinformation about what was 

happening.” 

 

“It was my first time in a humanitarian crisis; this 

was an ongoing war- I had previously worked in 

post-conflict settings.  There was violence every 

day in the camp, but there were also moments of 

normal routine – cleaning clothes, playing with 

makeshift kites, chatting outside tents. 

 

“But the good thing for me was that I had a lot of 

support.  I could create my own research plan.  

When I told them I needed 10 Jordanian case 

workers as research assistants paired with 10 Syrian 

volunteers, IMC/UNICEF created the teams in one 

day.” Needless to say, she was not used to that kind 

of resourcefulness. 

 

“My PhD is in anthropology, so I very much wanted 

to align with the local community.  I would go into 

people’s tents and caravans to talk to them.  That 

was not the norm at the time, and it was a “bit 

intense, but all were really appreciative, and many 

asked to stay for tea or have a snack.”  

 

“The hardest part always is coming back to the US. 

But I had trained a team and supported their  career 

development after I left by helping them maintain 

and build their research skills.  Then I did another 

study in 2015.  Same camp.  By then the war had 

been going on for three years, which is usually 

when local people start to get upset about having 

refugees. I wanted to compare Syrian kids who had 

been living in the Jordanian community with 

Syrians who were in the refugee camp.” 

 

“What was especially interesting is that although 

the Syrian camp kids have poor mental health, they 

were doing better than the Syrian kids who had 

been living in Jordan for a while but not in the 

camps.  This was because of the stigma and 

discrimination that they experienced.  The 

Jordanian kids were making fun of the Syrian kids 

living in Jordan.  Jordanian kids went to school in 

the morning and the Syrian kids in the afternoon.  

The Syrian kids have to clean up at the end of the 

day, and they don’t have the same access to the labs 

and field trips.  In the time when they are switching, 

there is a lot of bullying and discrimination.  But in 

the refugee camp they did not have that 

discrimination because there were only Syrians 

living there.” 

 

During all the time she was working with child 

soldiers and later during her work with 

IMC/UNICEF, Suzan was working on a PhD.  By 

her own admission, she did not need or want yet 

another degree, but the person who became her 

advisor knew her well enough to know that the 

research questions she was asking were important 

enough to her that she was “..going to do the work 
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anyway, so why not get the degree while you are at 

it.”   Juggling many things at the same time, as it 

often the case for her, Suzan completed her 

research, wrote her report while she was pregnant, 

but postponed her PhD defense until her daughter 

was old enough to travel with her to Amsterdam. 

 

After all this, after Burundi and Syria and the PhD, 

Suzan came back to San Francisco where she had 

worked as the medical director for a foster care 

agency. But San Francisco is very expensive.  She 

and Ben were sharing work and child rearing duties.  

They were living in a one-BR apartment where their 

daughter slept in the bedroom and they slept in the 

living room.  They love San Francisco, but there are 

limits to everyone’s tolerance, no matter how great 

the city.  Suzan had been born and raised in 

Maryland, where her mother still lives.  It did not 

take them long to decide to come home. 

 

Fortunately, she had been advised to reach out to  

George Washington University because their 

mission statement says that they are focused on 

working with people in low-resource countries.  She 

contacted the chair of the department who 

immediately began a strong effort to recruit her to 

the faculty.  So, she came home to Maryland and to 

a university position. 

 

And now the really good part.  They decided  to live 

in Parkwood.  By her own admission, Suzan is NOT 

an Asian Tiger Mom.  But she does value good 

schools.  She found KPES and was enamored with 

what she found on its website, namely the arts 

integration program, which is no longer there.  

Wanting to find a low-key community, she searched 

for the right “feel” in the KPES catchment area and 

found their current house. They even took time to 

meet the Carters who owned the home and had 

lived on Wildwood for 50 years.  It was an 

especially charming moment when Mrs. Carter told 

them that like Suzan, she too had been pregnant and 

had one toddler already when they moved into the 

house.  And they love the Parkwood community.  

That’s good for them and great for us. 

 

When I asked her which of her many work 

experiences she enjoyed the most, Suzan said it was 

not the work itself but the people she met when she 

was doing the work.  She remembers the child in 

Haiti, the kid in Syria, the children and people she 

has worked with all over the world. And of course, 

she loves the time she has with her own kids now. 

 

Suzan is happy here.  But she will go back.  “I look 

at my pictures of the child soldiers in Burundi and 

you see kids with so much to give – such a bright 

future.  But so many are hidden. Someday, I will go 

back.  I miss friends who have become my 

Burundian family.” 

 

For more about Suzan, see these websites: 

https://www.suzansong.com/ 

https://www.gwdocs.com/find-a-doctor/suzan-song-

md/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.suzansong.com/
https://www.gwdocs.com/find-a-doctor/suzan-song-md/
https://www.gwdocs.com/find-a-doctor/suzan-song-md/
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PARKWOOD BUSINESS 
The new PRA Listserve was released last spring and 

has performed without a technical glitch since it 

was inaugurated.  There were a few verbal disputes, 

but members have done a good job of reminding 

each other of the norms we have always abided by – 

no political advocacy, no personal attacks, and 

civility at all times.    

 

[Editor’s note: There is an unsubstantiated rumor 

that the total value of goods excavated from attics, 

garages, and cellars and offered freely or for a 

reasonable price, along with the information 

shared, exceeded the GDP of many wealthier 

communities and some small countries.  Your editor 

is checking out this rumor.] 

 

In the spring a small group of residents initiated a 

listserve for those who want to discuss racial issues 

and how to improve the relations among all people.  

Called Inclusive Parkwood, its statement of purpose 

is the following:   

 

Inclusive Parkwood is a group of residents in the 

Parkwood neighborhood of Kensington/Bethesda, 

MD, actively working to learn what we can do to 

overcome the impact of racism.  Our goals are to 

listen to and take action to support diversity, in the 

fundamental belief that inclusion is essential to 

creating a healthy and sustaining community for 

everyone.  

 

We meet the first Monday of every month to discuss 

local issues and consider some of the concrete ways 

in which we can dismantle the effects of 

discrimination and exclusion in our neighborhood, 

our county, and our state. 

 

If you would like to join the group’s listserve, 

please contact the newsletter editor at: 

jeff@jandjgriffith.com 

 

PRA WEBSITE 

By Kira Lueders 

In August, the Parkwood Residents Association 

[PRA] released its updated website.  Peter 

Mansbach designed, built, and managed the original 

website, and Alex Clark has supported it for the last 

several years.  We thank both Peter and Alex for 

their efforts on behalf of the PRA. 

 

The new website benefitted from many hours of 

work by Rob Shroff and Jeff Griffith. How great to 

have such volunteers in PRA! Jeff was project 

coordinator over the summer, even when he was 

enjoying the cooler weather in Maine in his kayak. 

Meanwhile, Rob was sweltering in Kensington 

designing and building the web site. A number of 

PRA volunteers tested various aspects along the 

way. Thanks to all for their input. We are very 

fortunate that after managing the transition to our 

new listserve, Rob turned his talents to developing a 

website that is attractive, easy to use, and readily 

updated.  He has moved all of the data from the 

former site except for some historic documents that 

we are still reviewing and organizing in an 

accessible way. 

 

The new website will continue to evolve over the 

next several months, particularly the section on 

Community Issues, which is intended to provide 

additional background information on some of the 

important topics that will affect Parkwood. Many of 

these are often discussed on the listserve, e.g., the 

proposed 95-unit apartment building at Knowles 

and Summit; the MCPS boundary study that may 

realign some school boundaries; environmental 

concerns; local election issues [non-partisan info 

only], etc. 

 

The website makes it easy to find out about PRA 

meetings; it lists PRA activities and explains why it 

is important to join the association and how to do 

that. It contains both historic and contemporary  

photos and provides links to all newsletters, minutes 

of meetings, and Treasurer’s Reports.  It also 

includes useful links to our elected representatives, 

public and private organizations, and various 

community, county, and state services.  

Additionally, it offers a statement about what the 

PRA represents – see ABOUT US. 

 

We welcome your comments and suggestions.  

Please send them to 

residentsparkwood@google.com.   

 

 
 

 

 

 

mailto:jeff@jandjgriffith.com
https://parkwoodresidents.org/
https://parkwoodresidents.org/about-us/
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New PRA Executive Committee Members 

We are delighted to welcome two new members to 

the PRA Executive Committee: Gabrielle Prandoni 

is the new chair of the Welcoming Committee, and 

Susie Stritar is our Deputy Listserve Manager.   

  

PRA has been without someone to chair our 

Welcoming Committee for several years, and 

Gabrielle has graciously offered to take on this 

important responsibility.  She has already designed 

a very attractive post card to be delivered to new 

residents that will welcome them to our community 

and explain what the PRA is and why they may 

want to join us.   

 

Susie Stritar has been working tirelessly as the 

deputy manager of the listserve, assisting Rob 

Shroff in the myriad of daily technical and 

administrative tasks that need attention so that the 

listserve is “always there for us”. Thank you, Susie. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRA Executive Committee: Officers, Committee Chairs, and Other EC Members 

 

Officers 

President  Kira Lueders   301-564-0263   kklarl@yahoo.com 

Vice President    Jeff Griffith    301-633-4512   jeff@jandjgriffith.com 

Secretary  Judith Dighe   301-493-8867   judithdighe@verizon.net 

Treasurer  Gerald Sharp   301-332-9887   gbs2001@yahoo.com 

Committee Chairs 

Beautification  Gail Dalferes   240-888-2901   gaildalferes@yahoo.com 

Block Captain Kira Lueders   301-564-0263   kklarl@yahoo.com 

Development Jeff Griffith    301-633-4512   jeff@jandjgriffith.com 

Membership  Paula Flicker   301-897-3869  pftoo@mindspring.com 

Safety  Jill Lipton [Co-Chair]     jill7lipton@comcast.net 

 Gabrielle Prandoni [Co-Chair]    946gprandoni@gmail.com 

Welcoming Gabrielle Prandoni     946gprandoni@gmail.com 

Other EC Members 

Listserv Manager Rob Shroff       rshroffpra@gmail.com 

 Susie Stritar [Deputy Mgr]    momstritar@gmail.com 

 Jeff Griffith  [Deputy Mgr] 301-633-4512   jeff@jandjgriffith.com 

MCCF Delegates Kira Lueders   301-564-0263   kklarl@yahoo.com 

 Jeff Griffith    301-633-4512   jeff@jandjgriffith.com 

 Gail Dalferes   240-888-2901   gaildalferes@yahoo.com 

Newsletter Editor Jeff Griffith    301-633-4512   jeff@jandjgriffith.com 

Past President  Bailey Condrey   571-213-2729   condreybailey@gmail.com 

Webmaster  Rob Shroff       rshroffpra@gmail.com 
 

 

Welcome To Parkwood 

The Parkwood Residents 
Association (PRA) would like to 
welcome you to our community.  

You can find out more about 
Parkwood, Kensington and 

Bethesda by visiting the 
community web site at: 

https:/ / parkwoodresidents.org/  
We hope you will consider 

joining the Parkwood Residents 
Association, and our 

neighborhood listserve, as well 
as attending  meetings that 

occur during the year. 
May you have many happy days 

in your new home.  
 

mailto:kklarl@yahoo.com


Minutes of the 2020 Spring Meeting 

The minutes of the 2020 Spring Meeting are on the new PRA website at this link.  Check them out – it was a 

very informative meeting! 

 

 

PRA Membership Update 
Gerald Sharp, PRA Treasurer 

 

It's turned out to be a good year for the PRA, membership wise, in spite of the Covid pandemic.   

 

The PRA received a total of $8,189 this year in dues payments and donations to the beautification fund.  I’m 

including a table showing our yearly receipts since 2008, and as you can see, this is the first time since then, and 

indeed in the history of our organization, that yearly receipts have exceeded $8,000.  A total of 349 people 

either joined the PRA for the first time or renewed their memberships, which is also a record high number for 

the PRA.  There are about 500 PRA members who paid the $10 annual fee at some time in the last couple of 

years; some people pay dues every year and others may pay one year but skip the next.  Considering that there 

are only 930 houses in Parkwood, this is a high percentage of households that are members.  It’s hard to know if 

Covid played a role in the record number of people who joined the PRA this year, or if people are satisfied with 

the PRA listserve, our much expanded newsletters compared to what we published in the past, our newly 

revamped website, our well-maintained and expanded gardens, the PRA’s monitoring of development in our 

area, or the other services that we provide, but whatever the reasons are, I am happy to report that your 

organization has never been on sounder footing.   

 

Dues payments totaled $3,470 this year, and beautification donations totaled $4,719.  A total of $2,257 was 

received via PayPal 

 

  This is how we did in previous years.   

 
Year Member dues $ 

 (number of  members) 
Beaut. Donations $ Interest $ Total 

Income $ 

2008 2540 (254) 2212 57 4810 

2009 3210 (321) 2015 90 5315 

2010 2880 (288) 2040 82 5002 

2011 2830 (283) 2505 74 5409 

2012 3120 (312) 2793 40 5953 

2013 2760 (276) 2749 36 5545 

2014 3150 (315) 2751 42 5943 

2015 2440 (244) 3804 42 6286 

2016 3300 (330) 3689 18 7008 

2017 3360 (338) 3262 18 6640 

2018 3420 (344) 4235 19 7674 

2019 3350 (337) 3670 19        7039         
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PARKWOOD RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION 

30+ YEARS AGO 

An excerpt from A History of the Parkwood Association, 1975-1995, from the PRA Website.   

 

Some things are still with us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And One Final Note About the Fall Program and Agenda 
Our fall meeting will be held on Monday, October 26 at 7:30 via Zoom.  We will be joined by our 

representatives in the Maryland House of Delegates:  Jared Solomon and Emily Shetty.  They were elected in 

2018, joining our long term representative Al Carr, who took office in 2007. 

 

We have asked Delegates Shetty and Solomon to talk about the important issues that will be considered in the 

2021 session of the General Assembly.  As suggested under POLITICAL NOTES in this newsletter, there are a 

number of important issues the delegates will have to take up.  This will be an opportunity to hear what they 

think are the most important ones and their positions on them.  It will also be an excellent opportunity for you to 

express your opinions on these issues to them. 

 

To view the websites of our delegates, click on their names below: 

Emily Shetty;  Jared Solomon; Al Carr  

 

REMINDER:  To join this meeting, please send an email message to Jeff Griffith, PRA Vice President at 

jeff@jandjgriffith.com.   He will send you the Zoom invite and information on how to link up.  We look 

forward to seeing you all online! 

 

 

 

 

https://pra727684468.files.wordpress.com/2020/08/prahistory75-95.pdf
https://msa.maryland.gov/msa/mdmanual/06hse/html/msa18020.html
https://msa.maryland.gov/msa/mdmanual/06hse/html/msa18021.html
https://msa.maryland.gov/msa/mdmanual/06hse/html/msa14770.html

