
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Parkwood   
       Residents Association – Winter 2023 Newsletter 

 

 
 

Winter Meeting: Monday, February 27, 2023 at 7:30 pm on Zoom 

 

THE WINTER MEETING OF THE PARKWOOD RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION WILL BE HELD VIA ZOOM ON MONDAY, 
FEBRUARY 27 AT 7:30 P.M. 

We are pleased to announce that our speaker for the PRA winter meeting will be Kate Stewart, Councilmember (CM) for 
District 4, which includes Parkwood, Takoma Park, Silver Spring, Montgomery Hills, Kensington, Garrett Park, parts of 
Chevy Chase and North Bethesda   CM Stewart is the former Mayor of Takoma Park and the incoming 2023 Chair of the 
Board of the Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments (MWCOG). She was elected to the Montgomery County 
Council in November 2022 succeeding CM Andrew Friedson, who now represents District 1. You can read more about her 
here. This link includes a map of the council districts. 
 
At the meeting, we will also vote on the proposed budget for 2023.  See page 19 of this newsletter. 
 
If you want to join this meeting, please send an email message to Jeff Griffith, PRA Vice President at 
jeffgpra@gmail.com.   He will send you the Zoom invite and information on how to link up.  We look forward to seeing you 
all online.  And if you have questions for CM Stewart, send those along in your email. 

IN THIS NEWSLETTER 
There is a lot going on and a lot to report.  First, an update on Current Issues (p.2) that affect our community – housing 
and development, our environment, I-495 and the Purple line, and more.  Then a few words from some of our residents 
who have been featured in the Meet Your Neighbors (p. 6) column over the years – it is a new year and time to catch up 
with friends.  Next, see Community Notes (p, 11) on important matters of local interest - some good, some bad and 
some a bit ugly.  Then some information on Safety and Health (p. 13) concerns. Finally, to cheer us all up, the favorite 
column of many, Good Things Happen Here (p. 13).   
 
We also have the Secretary’s Report on our Fall 2022 meeting (p. 15) and the 2022 Treasurer’s Report and Proposed 
2023 Budget. (p. 18-21) Finally, because we have had zero snow so far this year, your editor has pulled from the archive 
a few pictures submitted by residents of the snowstorm of 2016 and sprinkled them randomly throughout the 
newsletter. They have no relation to the article in which they appear. They are intended to make you smile – and 
wonder if you gave away that sled in a Curb Alert too soon. Plus a beautiful photo of a red-shouldered hawk taken by 
Viviane Millan and identified by residents Diane Ford and Noelle Vargas’ “bird-loving son”.  Don’t miss page 21. 
 

 
                  
                   
                
 

PLEASE RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP OR JOIN THE PARKWOOD RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION 
This is the time of year when we ask everyone to renew their membership or join the PRA.  See this link on the PRA 
website for information about how to renew or join for the first time. And thank you for supporting the Parkwood 
Residents Association! 

 

https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/Stewart/about.html
https://parkwoodresidents.org/join-the-pra/


 2 

Current Issues-Winter 2023 
Jeff Griffith, Editor 

This is the Winter 2023 update on ongoing issues 

and activities that could have a significant impact 

on the Parkwood community. In accordance with 

the PRA Listserv Guidelines, the purpose is to 

provide residents with information about these 

issues and activities without taking a pro or con 

stand. The links on each major heading in caps are 

to the full PRA website page on that topic. Links 

under the headings are to more detailed information. 

 

DEVEPOPMENT POLICIES AND PROJECTS 

Development Policies 

The growth of housing in Montgomery County 

between 2010 and 2020 lagged behind all but one 

of the ten largest jurisdictions in the D.C. region, 

according to an analysis by Adam Pagnucco.  The 

net result is that demand for housing now far 

exceeds supply, which has led to increases in 

housing prices, rents, and taxes, as property 

values increase. The critical question is how the 

County Executive, County Council, and still-to-

be-appointed new Planning Board will deal 

with this challenge, which confronts 

communities throughout the United States. 

 

Impact of Thrive. It will take time – perhaps several 

years – to assess the impact of Thrive on 

development in Montgomery County.  The Council 

will first have to pass a variety of Zoning Text 

Amendments (ZTAs) to implement its provisions, 

but before that will happen, the composition and 

status of the County’s Planning Board will have to 

be resolved - in October the County Council fired 

the entire Montgomery County Planning Board. 

 

Energy Use Standards for Buildings. 

It is estimated that buildings create 50% of the 

County’s total emissions.  The Council passed two 

measures in 2022 that will affect buildings here.  

These include a bill to establish building energy 

performance standards that specific buildings will 

have to meet in the coming years in order to reduce 

their overall carbon footprint.  The Council also 

passed a bill to reduce the use of natural gas, 

heating oil, and propane in new buildings, requiring 

the County Executive to issue all-electric building 

standards for new construction by Dec. 31, 2026.  

See details here.   

New Projects-not 

previously reported 

• Amazon has 

committed $24 

million to fund 

122 new 

affordable homes 

in North 

Bethesda, as part 

of Strathmore 

Square, according 

to a report in the 

Bethesda Beat. 

• Crescent 

Communities 

recently filed plans with Montgomery County 

for Novel Bethesda, a 31-story, 450-unit 

residential development at multiple addresses 

centered around 7820 Wisconsin Avenue, 

currently the site of a 7-Eleven. 

• The Town of Kensington and the Montgomery 

County Department of Transportation 

(MCDOT) finalized a pedestrian and bicycling 

access and safety study for a portion of 

Connecticut Avenue.  The study provides three 

alternative layouts for Connecticut Avenue and 

identifies additional safety and connectivity 

improvements for the surrounding area. 

• There are new dedicated bike lanes on Old 

Georgetown Road, which the state is still 

evaluating.  Some residents have criticized the 

lanes for extending their commutes by 20 to 30 

minutes and said the changes were poorly 

designed, leading to confusion among motorists.  

The State Highway Administration says that a 

post-installation study of the improvements to 

Old Georgetown Road is underway, and 

officials hope it will be completed by the 

summer. 

• The Women Farmers’ market in Bethesda and 

the area around it will be significantly upgraded 

by a $28 million project to build 3.4 acres of 

parks and a 200-spot underground garage that 

will replace the existing surface parking. The 

plan includes upgrading the market itself.  The 

developers are also planning to build 320 multi-

family dwelling units, with about 48 designated 

as moderately priced.  This plan will increase 

the amount of existing retail space on the site 

https://parkwoodresidents.org/dev-projects/
https://parkwoodresidents.org/dev-projects/#policies
https://montgomeryperspective.com/2023/01/09/do-we-want-more-housing-or-not/
https://parkwoodresidents.org/dev-projects/#thrive
https://parkwoodresidents.org/thrive-2050/
https://parkwoodresidents.org/dev-projects/#planning
https://parkwoodresidents.org/dev-projects/#planning
https://parkwoodresidents.org/dev-projects/#energyuse
https://www2.montgomerycountymd.gov/mcgportalapps/Press_Detail.aspx?Item_ID=42501&Dept=1
https://www2.montgomerycountymd.gov/mcgportalapps/Press_Detail.aspx?Item_ID=42501&Dept=1
https://parkwoodresidents.org/dev-projects/#energyuse
https://parkwoodresidents.org/dev-projects/#new
https://parkwoodresidents.org/dev-projects/#new
https://bethesdamagazine.com/2022/12/10/amazon-commits-24-million-to-affordable-housing-in-north-bethesda/?utm_source=Bethesda+Magazine+%7C+Bethesda+Beat&utm_campaign=b91650dbca-RSS_BETHESDA+BEAT_WEEKDAY_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1bbe9df5d9-b91650dbca-103039743&mc_cid=b91650dbca&mc_eid=b2bb2d7ad8
https://dc.urbanturf.com/articles/blog/31_stories_450_units_the_latest_plans_for_one_of_bethesdas_tallest_new_buil/20369?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=keep_reading_link&utm_campaign=Thursday+December+1st%2C+2022&omhide=true
https://tok.md.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Connecticut-Avenue-TLC-report-FINAL-Package.pdf
https://tok.md.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Connecticut-Avenue-TLC-report-FINAL-Package.pdf
https://bethesdamagazine.com/2023/01/08/100-plus-cyclists-use-old-georgetown-road-bike-lanes-to-rally-support-for-changes/?utm_source=Bethesda+Magazine+%7C+Bethesda+Beat&utm_campaign=2252d2ad0f-RSS_BETHESDA+BEAT_WEEKDAY_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1bbe9df5d9-2252d2ad0f-103039743&mc_cid=2252d2ad0f&mc_eid=b2bb2d7ad8
https://bethesdamagazine.com/2023/01/08/100-plus-cyclists-use-old-georgetown-road-bike-lanes-to-rally-support-for-changes/?utm_source=Bethesda+Magazine+%7C+Bethesda+Beat&utm_campaign=2252d2ad0f-RSS_BETHESDA+BEAT_WEEKDAY_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1bbe9df5d9-2252d2ad0f-103039743&mc_cid=2252d2ad0f&mc_eid=b2bb2d7ad8
https://bethesdamagazine.com/2023/01/12/plans-advance-for-two-new-parks-next-to-farm-womens-market-in-bethesda/
https://bethesdamagazine.com/2023/01/12/plans-advance-for-two-new-parks-next-to-farm-womens-market-in-bethesda/
https://bethesdamagazine.com/2023/01/12/plans-advance-for-two-new-parks-next-to-farm-womens-market-in-bethesda/
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from 17,500 square feet to about 32,000 square 

feet. 

 

Projects Underway and Previously Reported.  This 

link goes to a summary of projects currently active 

and described previously in Current Issues / 

Development Projects 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 

Latest UN report.  The United Nation’s latest report 

issued in April 2022 had findings similar to 

previous reports: that climate change is already 

causing more frequent and more severe storms, 

floods, droughts, wildfires, higher temperatures, and 

other extreme weather events.  The report says that 

greenhouse gas emissions [GGE] are continuing to 

rise and concludes that current plans to address 

climate change are not ambitious enough to limit 

warming to 1.5°C above pre-industrial levels. 

 

County Climate Action Plan (CAP).  The 

County’s Climate Action Portal provides links to 

progress reports on achieving the goals of its  

Climate Action Plan.  The County has set 

significant targets, including reducing greenhouse 

gas emissions, in a variety of means including 

ensuring that 100% of all electricity consumed in 

the county is carbon free in the next 12 years.  This 

will be done through further expanding solar, 

electrifying the County fleet, investing in electric 

vehicle infrastructure, and, according to the 

County Executive, continuing to implement and 

improve upon “smart and innovative policies on 

building energy standards.”  (See the Council’s 

Energy Use Standards for Buildings passed at the 

end of 2022 session.). In addition the CE has stated 

that “We must also drive home the message that 

our roads are meant for more than just cars.” 

 

County Emissions Down. Montgomery County 

community-wide greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions 

decreased by 30 percent between 2005 and 2020, 

despite a 13 percent growth in population, 

according to the Metropolitan Washington Council 

of Governments GHG emission inventories.  See 

details here. 

 

 
  

POLITICS AND POLICIES 

County Legislative Plans.  County Executive 

Elrich says he wants to address housing 

affordability, economic development, and 

climate change.  He has voiced support for rent 

stabilization, which other council members, 

including Will Jawando and Kristin Mink, have 

said is a priority for making housing more 

affordable in the county  

 

New County Council President Evan Glass wants 

to address homelessness and affordable housing, 

public transportation, climate change, and 

mental health support to help residents 

countywide. 

 

Planning. The county will appoint new permanent 

members to the Planning Board in the new 

year.  The council intends to appoint successors to 

replace three temporary board members before Feb. 

28 and appoint the remaining two positions, 

including the chair, by June 14. See more on the 

PRA website here. 

 

County Revenue.  The county’s pace of job growth 

and business creation has lagged behind D.C. and 

Virginia for more than a decade.  Budget growth 

has also slowed along with population growth and 

homebuilding.  Montgomery County has seen many 

years of net exodus in adjusted gross income, with 

people moving in making less money than people 

moving out.  Nevertheless, aid from both the state 

and federal governments, which was substantially 

increased in the past two years because of Covid, 

has enabled the county to meet many of its most 

important financial goals. The critical question is 

how the county will be able to sustain its current 

level of expenditures when less state and federal 

support is available. 

https://parkwoodresidents.org/dev-projects/#underway
https://parkwoodresidents.org/our-environment/
https://parkwoodresidents.org/our-environment/#glo
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg2/
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/climate/index.html
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/climate/Resources/Files/climate/climate-action-plan.pdf
https://parkwoodresidents.org/dev-projects/#energyuse
https://parkwoodresidents.org/our-environment/#cap
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nWDX35s3v9281OHzPZo-ayVhUra9mR4yDQmt6P2aPu2WVJSTLnnJitOgCe-PZ0PulsA0rFXgdaViT-WJdKg3IEe8EdQavIVpxRWkAp2PmR_UYf3lL4sSasBdWAJZqKXLwRDwxXFq-FQj92vfYeeFSrjxSEusWxg-6oAy_lq5vEVq8QlHOeAE4_fcleoY7QZoHGYTwQz7j0Tg1aSTB6PRWUgTLQldMZvE2jNpFSy1HrlJhq8DcCjsKkR1eV3piDEO3bOwNyqyCShBxwvKyN-WpbPIg2TqYrBEmYsFHcggVZ4qcubDa536Ig==&c=d6fG4T40IQ8j4nipK9mRdA5dcbu0J1JkOPm6A04dkcLA3DCCHtSBzw==&ch=ZzIwDZfXqW6zGHLf_kfz7EJW2UODz0KFfj7jPxGMd7y7DWdimO-ytQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nWDX35s3v9281OHzPZo-ayVhUra9mR4yDQmt6P2aPu2WVJSTLnnJitOgCe-PZ0PulsA0rFXgdaViT-WJdKg3IEe8EdQavIVpxRWkAp2PmR_UYf3lL4sSasBdWAJZqKXLwRDwxXFq-FQj92vfYeeFSrjxSEusWxg-6oAy_lq5vEVq8QlHOeAE4_fcleoY7QZoHGYTwQz7j0Tg1aSTB6PRWUgTLQldMZvE2jNpFSy1HrlJhq8DcCjsKkR1eV3piDEO3bOwNyqyCShBxwvKyN-WpbPIg2TqYrBEmYsFHcggVZ4qcubDa536Ig==&c=d6fG4T40IQ8j4nipK9mRdA5dcbu0J1JkOPm6A04dkcLA3DCCHtSBzw==&ch=ZzIwDZfXqW6zGHLf_kfz7EJW2UODz0KFfj7jPxGMd7y7DWdimO-ytQ==
https://parkwoodresidents.org/our-environment/#cap
https://parkwoodresidents.org/our-environment/#cap
https://parkwoodresidents.org/politics-and-policy/
https://parkwoodresidents.org/politics-and-policy/#countylegplans
https://parkwoodresidents.org/dev-projects/#thrive
https://parkwoodresidents.org/politics-and-policy/#revenue
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Economic Indicators.  Montgomery County 

Economic Development Corporation and the 

Montgomery Planning board periodically publish 

economic indicators that measure the county’s 

economic health, including figures relating to size 

of the resident labor force, employment levels, 

commercial real estate development, permit 

issuance activity, and venture capital information. 

The Q3 2022 report [Jul-Sep] showed that total 

employment continued to increase since September 

2021 with an additional 9,000 residents being 

employed, and the unemployment level dropping 

1.7%. Still, the county’s total labor force remains 

smaller by 32,800 than it was in September 2019, 

prior to the pandemic.  

 

Establishing and Maintaining a Business-

Friendly Environment. As part of the FY22 Office 

of Legislative Oversight (OLO) work program, the 

County Council assigned the task of preparing a 

report that examines government practices 

intended to assist the creation or relocation of 

businesses or franchises. The Council requested 

information on economic development strategies 

that have been determined to establish and maintain 

a “business-friendly” environment that supports 

entrepreneurs and existing companies that do 

business in Montgomery County. The OLO report 

can be found here. 

 

County Budget. Information on the proposed 

FY2024 operating budget will be included on the 

PRA website when the County Executive (CE) 

submits his budget.  The CE has submitted his 

proposed amendments to the Capital Improvements 

Program. His press release, which provides more 

details, noted that the recommended CIP includes a 

project delay for the Summit Avenue Extension. 

  

State Revenue and Budget.  Governor Wes Moore 

(D) unveiled his first state budget on January 20, 

2023, a $63.1 billion spending plan. See this PRA 

website page and this Overview for more details.  

See these articles for more analysis and comments 

by those for and against some of the items in the 

budget.  

 

State Legislative Plans. 

Governor’s Plans. The governor’s budget reflects 

some of his primary goals, including increases for 

education and transportation programs, no new 

taxes, and a suite of legislative initiatives intended 

to create a more “competitive and equitable 

economy” in the state.  See also State Revenue and 

Budget above. 

 

General Assembly Plans. State Senate President 

Bill Ferguson has offered a preview of the issues 

lawmakers are likely to focus on in the current 

legislative session. He identified mental health, 

transportation, and workforce development as 

likely priorities along with addressing learning and 

social deficits and other obstacles to learning 

experienced by children because of the 

pandemic. Ferguson also called climate change 

“the question for our age” and “an existential 

threat for humanity.” He said lawmakers intend to 

build upon the landmark climate measure they 

passed last year, which sets ambitious energy and 

emissions goals for the state over the next decade.  

 

Links to our representatives in the State Senate and 

House of Delegates are here. 

 

State Financial Condition. State fiscal analysts 

have told state lawmakers that Maryland is well-

equipped to survive a mild recession — thanks in 

part to the federal largesse that has come the state’s 

way in recent years.   

 
SAFETY AND POLICING 

Staffing.  At a recent meeting of the Montgomery 

County Civic Federation (MCCF), Police Chief 

The bear of the 2016 storm.  Jeff Griffith 

https://montgomeryplanning.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/MoCo-Economic-Indicators-Briefing-Q3-2022_122022.pdf
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/OLO/Resources/Files/2022_reports/OLOReport2022-9.pdf
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/OLO/Resources/Files/2022_reports/OLOReport2022-9.pdf
https://apps.montgomerycountymd.gov/BASISCAPITAL/Common/biennialindex.aspx?FY=2024&VER=REC
https://apps.montgomerycountymd.gov/BASISCAPITAL/Common/biennialindex.aspx?FY=2024&VER=REC
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/OMB/Resources/Files/omb/pdfs/fy24/ciprec/CEMemo.pdf
https://parkwoodresidents.org/dev-projects/#summit
https://parkwoodresidents.org/politics-and-policy/#staterevenuebudget
https://dbm.maryland.gov/budget/Documents/operbudget/2024/proposed/FY2024MarylandStateBudgetHighlights.pdf
https://dbm.maryland.gov/budget/Documents/operbudget/2024/proposed/FY2024MarylandStateBudgetHighlights.pdf
https://parkwoodresidents.org/politics-and-policy/#staterevenuebudget
https://parkwoodresidents.org/politics-and-policy/#staterevenuebudget
https://dbm.maryland.gov/budget/Documents/operbudget/2024/proposed/FY24-Budget-Overview-Presentation.pdf
https://parkwoodresidents.org/politics-and-policy/#overanalysis
https://parkwoodresidents.org/politics-and-policy/#stateleg
https://parkwoodresidents.org/politics-and-policy/#staterevenuebudget
https://parkwoodresidents.org/politics-and-policy/#staterevenuebudget
https://parkwoodresidents.org/politics-and-policy/#staterevenuebudget
https://parkwoodresidents.org/links/#reps
https://parkwoodresidents.org/links/#reps
https://parkwoodresidents.org/politics-and-policy/#fincon
https://parkwoodresidents.org/safety/
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Marcus Jones said the department was down by 125 

officers from a high of 1300, leading to reduced 

traffic enforcement. 

 

Pedestrian Safety. To reduce pedestrian and traffic 

fatalities, the County established Vision Zero to 

track accidents and make recommendations.  

According to their last report, serious and fatal 

crashes increased from 202 in 2020 to 241 in 2021 

but was 15% below the 2015-2019 average. Much 

of the year-over-year increase, particularly for 

serious injury crashes, was due to a 9% increase in 

vehicle miles traveled as people returned to the road 

after COVID19 related shutdowns. 

 

Policing Advisory Commission.  The Policing 

Advisory Commission was created in 2019 by the 

Montgomery County Council in response to 

complaints about policing practices with a goal to 

increase community involvement in matters of 

public safety. [See the Commission’s website here.] 

The Commission’s mission is to advise the Council 

on policing matters and recommend policies, 

programs, legislation, or regulations with regards to 

policing. On January 9, 2023, the Commission held 

a public forum to solicit community testimony and 

feedback on traffic enforcement in the County by 

the Montgomery County Police Department 

(MCPD). The recording of that forum is here. 

 

TRANSPORTATION. 

Purple Line. Construction is facing another seven 

months of delay, related to moving utility lines, 

which could push back the light-rail line’s opening 

to mid-2027.  

 

Based on the County Executive’s CIP budget the 

Capital Crescent Trail tunnel could be delayed 

because the estimated cost of rebuilding a tunnel to 

carry the trail beneath Wisconsin Avenue -- part of 

the Purple Line project -- has grown by an 

additional $27 million, an amount that would pay 

for a new middle school 

 

I-495/I-270 Expansion. The decision on whether 

and how to proceed with the solution to congestion 

on I-495 and I-270 proposed by former Governor 

Hogan, i.e., by adding toll lanes, now rests with 

Governor Moore and his administration, which is 

reported to be considering various options. See 

Bethesda Beat, December 28, 2022.   

During the 2022 campaign, Moore said that the 

project needed another look.  “Are we going to deal 

with the issue of the American Legion Bridge over 

the next decade? Absolutely, we will. … Are we 

going to deal with the issue of [Interstate] 270 and 

the Beltway? Absolutely, we will. But the current 

plan that is in place right now is not the way we are 

going to do it.”  He said he was willing to look at 

reversible lanes to solve traffic congestion — a 

solution long championed by the County Executive, 

who opposed Hogan’s plan to use toll lanes. 

 

 

SCHOOLS AND MCPS 

2024 Proposed County Budget.  Montgomery 

County Public Schools (MCPS) Superintendent Dr. 

Monifa B. McKnight has recommended a $3.15 

billion Operating Budget for Fiscal Year 2024. 

See full budget here and the press release and 

highlights here. The largest single increase is for 

competitive salaries to support recruitment and 

retention of the systems 24,000 Employees 

($119.2 million). 

 

The Board of Education (BoE) held public hearings 

on the budget on Jan. 11 and 17. The Board held 

three budget work sessions on Thursday, Jan. 12, 

18, and 24 and will tentatively approve the 

operating budget on Feb. 7, 2023. 

 

Montgomery County Education Association 

position. While applauding Superintendent 

McKnight’s proposals to expand universal pre-K, 

dual-language immersion programs, and to waive 

fees for AP and IB tests, the Montgomery County 

Education Association (MCEA) pointed out that 

“…county educator salaries have fallen behind 

https://parkwoodresidents.org/safety/#staffing
https://parkwoodresidents.org/safety/#zero
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/visionzero/Resources/Files/Vision_Zero_Annual_Report_FY22.pdf
https://parkwoodresidents.org/safety/#pac
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/Council/PoliceAC/index.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-GA4dORokYY&list=PLvk-7RcdeRpR5G5YOXbjnDE5KE1AL-nGy&index=3
https://parkwoodresidents.org/transportation/
https://parkwoodresidents.org/transportation/#purple
https://parkwoodresidents.org/transportation/#beltway
https://bethesdamagazine.com/2022/11/17/i-270-i-495-toll-lanes-projects-fate-to-rest-with-gov-elect-wes-moores-administration/?utm_source=Bethesda+Magazine+%7C+Bethesda+Beat&utm_campaign=af9f2d5455-RSS_BETHESDA+BEAT_WEEKDAY_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1bbe9df5d9-af9f2d5455-103039743&mc_cid=af9f2d5455&mc_eid=b2bb2d7ad8
https://parkwoodresidents.org/schools/
https://parkwoodresidents.org/schools/#budget
https://www2.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/budget/
https://ww2.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/press/index.aspx?pagetype=showrelease&id=13231&type=&startYear=&pageNumber=&mode=
https://ww2.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/press/index.aspx?pagetype=showrelease&id=13231&type=&startYear=&pageNumber=&mode=
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ijmYjE38ndNrnTtmhBqyTPH0X0AEj_h0/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ijmYjE38ndNrnTtmhBqyTPH0X0AEj_h0/view
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wages in other systems in Maryland, but our county 

has the highest cost of living in the state. And per 

pupil spending when adjusted for inflation has yet 

to meet the amount spent per student in 2009. While 

the cost of living in Montgomery County has risen 

more than 60% since 2002, teacher salaries have 

fallen by 15-17% when adjusted for inflation.” 

State Funding.  Implementation of the Blueprint for 

Maryland’s [Educational] Future, passed by the 

Maryland General Assembly in 2021, is being 

directed by the Accountability and Implementation 

Board (AIB), chaired by Ike Leggett, former 

Montgomery County Executive. According to the 

program’s website, the Blueprint will increase 

education funding by $3.8 billion each year over the 

next 10 years.  [Ed. note.  Governor Moore has 

proposed adding an additional $500,000.] The 

Board has determined that a 10-year plan requires a 

phased approach.  It will begin work in January 

2023 on refining the outcome measures identified in 

the initial plan and identifying metrics and 

milestones. Local education agencies and State 

entities charged with implementing the Blueprint 

have begun developing their initial implementation 

plans, due March 15, 2023. 

Walter Johnson Overcrowding. by Emily 

Beckman. Walter Johnson High School, which is 

the public school for Parkwood students, has been 

significantly overcrowded for several years. The 

Board of Education plan is to reopen Woodward 

High School and assign some students to that 

school. A November 10, 2022, BoE meeting 

included a presentation by MCPS staff on 

construction projects and on two possible timelines 

for accomplishing a Boundary Study, which will 

determine which high school students will attend. 

See Emily’s summary of that presentation here. 

THRIVE AND HOUSING.  In 2023, the Council 

and the Planning Board will begin implementing the 

Thrive Montgomery 2050 plan.   Council Members 

can implement the goals of Thrive through zoning 

text amendments, economic development 

legislation and policies, and other methods in the 

coming year. See the latest update here.  

 

MEET YOUR NEIGHBORS-IT’S CATCHING 

UP TIME 

Jeff Griffith, Editor 

When I prepare the Parkwood newsletter, the thing I 

enjoy most is writing the Meet Your Neighbors 

column.   

 

When I started the column in the Fall of 2016, I 

introduced it by saying that while the newsletter 

tries to report on significant issues and events of 

interest to us all, it is the people who live here that 

are the most important.  Parkwood is a welcoming 

and a caring community - we are always helping 

each other, even when we may not know each other 

well. The goal of the column is and remains today 

to introduce some of the many interesting people 

who live in our community to all of us. 

 

The start of a new year is a time when many of us 

look back and ahead at the same time.  And many 

reach out to friends and family to “catch up”.  So I 

asked some of the people who were featured in the 

early columns to catch us up – to share a little of 

what they have done, experienced, or thought about 

since the article about them was published several 

years ago.  Good, bad, happy, sad, thoughtful, silly 

(or all the above) - whatever they would be willing 

to share that was or is important to them.  Here are 

their replies.  [We’ll have updates from others in 

future newsletters.] 

 

Kristina and Romero Wyatt.  (The article about 

Kristina and Romero appeared in the Spring 2018 

Newsletter beginning on page 7.) 

 

In 2021, when audiences were once again coming 

out to musical venues and clubs, Romero Wyatt 

performed as a percussionist with vocalist Victor 

Solomon (finalist in “the Voice”). He was also 

blessed during this time to perform at “The Family 

Reunion”, held at the 5-Star Salamander Resort and 

Spa, owned by Mrs. Sheila Johnson (co-founder of 

BET). The inaugural event celebrated diversity in 

the hospitality industry and featured Chef Kwame 

Onwuachi as well as Padma Lakshmi and Carla 

Hall. Romero took one of the dance companies that 

he has worked with for many years (The Coyaba 

African Dance Company), to perform with him.  

In 2022 Romero performed as percussionist with 

the iconic “Sweet Honey in the Rock” vocal 

acapella group in New York City, as well as at our 

https://parkwoodresidents.org/schools/#statefunding
https://blueprint.marylandpublicschools.org/
https://blueprint.marylandpublicschools.org/
https://parkwoodresidents.org/schools/#walterwood
https://parkwoodresidents.org/thrive-2050/
https://parkwoodresidents.org/thrive-2050/#thrive
https://pra727684468.files.wordpress.com/2020/07/2018-spring.pdf
https://pra727684468.files.wordpress.com/2020/07/2018-spring.pdf


 7 

own Strathmore Hall venue in North Bethesda, MD. 

This past December he performed with vocalists Dr. 

Negletha Johnson and Janie Gilbert Carter, and 

Marshall Keys (saxophone).   

 

He is currently the Technical Director, and Sound 

and Lighting Designer for the upcoming play 

“Rotten Apple” written by Barry Battle. The play 

features TV actors: Darrin Dewitt Henson, Darius 

McCrary, Dorien Wilson, and Nalo Merriman and 

will debut on February 4th and 5th at the Bowie 

Performing Arts Center - tickets available 

at www.BLNKENT.COM. 

 

Romero also teaches a “Healing Rhythms” 

drumming class for adults on Saturday mornings in 

Kensington, and also teaches individual lessons on 

drums, djembe, and conga to students of all 

ages. He continues to perform with numerous 

musical groups in and out of the area; and he 

composes for, and records, artists in his professional 

recording studio (for more information contact him 

at RomeroWyatt@aol.com or 240-463-0018). 

  

Kristina worked full-time as an occupational 

therapist throughout the pandemic at the maximum 

security forensic psychiatric hospital in Jessup, 

Maryland, where she has worked since 2005. Her 

daily routine in the hospital required maximal 

flexibility throughout the past few years, due to 

numerous COVID outbreaks on the in-patient units, 

but has now settled back into more stable pre-

pandemic routines and schedules. She continues to 

teach Stress Management, Life Skills, Tai Chi, and 

Mindful Movement classes at the hospital, as well 

as evaluate and prepare patients for discharge to 

community residential housing programs. Kristina 

is also an enthusiastic member of the “Healing 

Rhythms” drumming class.  

 

Kira Lueders.  

(The article about Kira appeared in the Winter 2017 

Newsletter beginning on page 5.) 

 

Hard to believe that 6 years have passed since Jeff 

wrote a story about me, and also that I’m still 

president of PRA.  I did take the trip to the Arctic 

the summer of 2017, a truly awe inspiring place to 

visit. Traveling is one of my favorite activities, next 

to gardening and swimming, and in 2019 I was able 

to travel to Panama, New Mexico, Thousand Islands 

NY, Iceland, and take a small ship cruise along the 

Pacific coast from Costa Rica to San Diego. Then as 

I celebrated my 80th birthday in March 2020, 

Coronavirus changed the world! In a matter of days 

we were living in unbelievable uncertainty about 

activities we had been used to. Parkwood residents 

looked after each other, sharing toilet paper and 

yeast when there was a flurry to bake all of a 

sudden. PRA switched our listserv from Yahoo to 

Google, acquired a new web site, and started 

meetings on Zoom. That year was saved for me by 

being able to swim. Appointments for 20 minute 

sessions three times a week at Cedarbrook or 

YMCA pools, and walks in Parkwood and at 

Brookside Gardens were essential for me to keep 

depression from setting in.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As many others, I was eager to get the Covid 

vaccine, and got my first two shots in February and 

March 2021. Once again, Parkwood residents were 

helping each other, finding where vaccinations were 

available and sharing on our listserv. In May, with 

negative PCR test in hand, I took my first trip, a 

small ship cruise in Alaska. Our ship was the first to 

sail from Juneau in over a year, and all 60 

passengers were greeted with warmth even for 

buying a postcard. That year I continued my travels 

with another small ship cruise up the west coast of 

Iceland (another PCR test), a trip to the southwest 

canyons in Arizona and Utah (another PCR test), 

and a bigger ship cruise in the Caribbean. PRA met 

on Zoom again.  

Kira Lueders’ backyard 2016 

http://www.blnkent.com/
mailto:RomeroWyatt@aol.com
https://pra727684468.files.wordpress.com/2020/07/2017-winter.pdf
https://pra727684468.files.wordpress.com/2020/07/2017-winter.pdf
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The past year, I was finally able to see my family in 

Estonia again. It was one of my four trips, which 

included a small ship cruise from Norway to 

Scotland, and a short stop in Ireland on the way 

home, a visit to the Outer Banks in NC, and a small 

ship cruise in the southern Caribbean. The invasion 

of Ukraine by Russia is especially sad for me, since 

my mother and I had to leave Estonia to escape such 

aggression in 1944, and the scenes of bombed 

buildings and people fleeing with only what they 

can carry was part of my early life too. Will wars 

never stop? 

 

Saleha, Faisal, and Mazen Mohsin.  

(The article about the Mohsin family appeared in 

the Winter 2018 Newsletter beginning on page 5.) 

 

We've been incredibly busy at 4621 Saul Road 

these past few years! Our home remodeling 

continued through Covid, albeit a bit more slowly. 

We completed our kitchen re-design in 2017, and 

by the time we were all getting vaccinated we had 

completed a big overhaul of our basement. Our 

current project is our roof, which we first replaced 

and now have installed solar panels that are the first 

of its design in all of Maryland! My architect 

husband, Faisal, found a great company in 

California with a beautiful look to their solar panels. 

Next up on the home refurbishing will be our big 

summer project where we'll be remodeling the 

upstairs, adding a bathroom, and then also finishing 

the attic and turning it into a beautiful office space 

with a few panel windows even in the roof! After 

that, we look forward to a brand new look to the 

front facade of the house. 

 

On the family front, we were busy watching the 

World Cup most of December; we were thrilled to 

see Argentina win! Our 7th grader, Mazen, also 

enjoys basketball, piano and his school friends these 

days. I myself have continued my reporting job at 

Bloomberg News where I am now senior 

Washington correspondent, covering economic 

policy coming out of the White House, the Treasury 

Department and Congress. And my husband, Faisal, 

is busy running his own design business and 

teaching design and architecture courses at Catholic 

University. 

 

Gerald Sharp. 

The article about Gerald appeared in the Winter 

2019 Newsletter, beginning on page 9.) 

 

The editor of the Parkwood newsletter asked me to 

update his article about me from 2019 with what’s 

been happening with me over the past 4 years.  As 

mentioned in Jeff’s article I work at NIAID, the 

NIH institute dealing with infectious diseases, 

which until recently was headed by Tony Fauci.  

Covid19 happened just after that article was 

published, and of course NIAID was very involved 

with dealing with the pandemic.  My job is involved 

in funding investigators working with HIV and viral 

hepatitis, and many of them quickly changed their 

research interests to include Covid19 during the 

public health emergency.  As staff, we also pivoted 

quickly into learning more about this new disease.  

One new experience for me was reviewing grant 

applications from investigators wanting to test 

sewage for covid virus, which, surprisingly enough, 

has turned out to be a valuable technique for 

measuring covid.  The technique was used recently 

to measure covid in the toilets on international 

flights entering England.  The clinical trial structure 

and other facilities NIAID maintains to develop 

HIV vaccines were quickly called into service to 

develop and test the Moderna vaccine for covid, 

which helped to get the vaccine into use quickly.   

NIH is now allowing us to mostly work from home, 

with just weekly trips into our offices.  It turned out 

that productivity didn’t suffer with the expanded 

telework required during the pandemic and, not 

surprisingly, people prefer working from home with 

https://pra727684468.files.wordpress.com/2020/07/pra-winter-2018-newsletter-.pdf
https://pra727684468.files.wordpress.com/2020/07/2019-winter.pdf
https://pra727684468.files.wordpress.com/2020/07/2019-winter.pdf
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Zoom meetings, rather than always coming into the 

office.   

 

When I talked to Jeff in 2019, about 37,000 

Americans were annually being infected with HIV.  

The most recent data from CDC show a drop in the 

case numbers to 34,800 new infections a year, so 

we are making slow progress.  In 2019, NIH had 

just funded four studies under my Limited 

Interaction Targeted Epidemiology (LITE) 

program, and about 18,000 gay men and 

transgender women across the US, including Puerto 

Rico, were being studied using remote methods, 

including sending out HIV test kits through the 

mail.  With the pandemic and not being able to go 

into their offices, those investigators and their staff 

ended up storing test kits under their beds and 

sending them out from their apartments and houses.  

The studies were successful, and NIH has approved 

further LITE studies that use social media and 

remote methods to enroll large cohorts of US 

participants to conduct epidemiologic studies of 

HIV.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Currently I am trying to expand LITE studies to 

Latin America which now accounts for 120,000 

HIV infections a year.  Although from 2010 to 2021 

new HIV infections declined 32% worldwide from 

2.1 million to 1.5 million, infections increased 5% 

in Latin America.   

 

After not travelling much during the pandemic, I 

went to these places in 2022 either for work or for 

fun: Nepal; Maui, Hawaii; Reno, Nevada; Fort 

Lauderdale, Florida; Manila and several islands in 

Philippines; Bangkok & Phuket, Thailand; Kuala 

Lumpur, Malaysia; Egypt and London.   Ironically, 

after dutifully wearing a mask since the pandemic 

began and in spite of travelling, I caught Covid on 

one of my workdays at the office when just five of 

us were on the floor.   Luckily, I was fully 

vaccinated and recovered quickly.  

 

I was able to trek in Nepal and explore by 4-wheel 

drive some remote areas (actually most areas in 

Nepal probably qualify as “remote”).  I flew Yeti 

Airlines to Pokhara, that same flight that crashed 

recently, and back to Katmandu, and I also took a 

cool Yeti flight that rides you past the Himalayas 

close to Mt. Everest and the other peaks.  On my 

trek, I met a Filipino woman teleworking for an 

American company who did zoom calls from our 

remote locations.  It’s amazing to see how the 

Covid epidemic has changed work behavior around 

the world.   

 

Manila in the Philippines was too hot and humid for 

me, but I loved the islands I visited.  I took a boat 

trip on Palawan to small, deserted islands where we 

could snorkel.   There was a guy on the boat 

working for corporate Home Depot in Atlanta, who 

normally teleworked from San Francisco, but now 

was checking in from Palawan.  I also visited 

Boracay on Cebu Island, which is more crowded.  

My Thailand trips were for work, but I added a 

short vacation on Phuket Island in Thailand.  Their 

economy depends on tourism and suffered during 

the pandemic, and they are happy now to be 

welcoming visitors back.  I did site visits of HIV 

treatment centers in Kuala Lumpur.  My Egypt trip 

was with a tour group and included a week-long 

boat trip on the Nile River from Aswan to Luxor.  

Egypt’s economy also depends on tourism and was 

hurt badly both by the perception that it was 

dangerous to travel there and by the pandemic.   My 

group traveled on buses with a government security 

guard in plain clothes but with a pistol under his 

coat, and there were soldiers with semi-automatic 

weapons at most tourist spots where we stopped.  

Egypt is taking great pains to keep tourists safe, and 

they told us numerous times to tell our friends back 

home that it is safe to travel there now.   My 

daughter and her husband bought a house in 

London, making the commitment to live there 

indefinitely.  I visited at Thanksgiving and will be 

making trips there often to see them.  Luckily, it’s 

an easy trip from Washington. 
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Judith Dighe. 

(The article about Judith appeared in the Spring 

2021 Newsletter beginning on page 2. Judy was a 

wonderful Secretary of the PRA until she moved to 

the Riderwood Senior Living Community.) 

 

In May 2021 I reluctantly left Parkwood and after 

almost 50 happy years on Wildwood Rd. moved 

with my dog, Abbey, to the adult community of 

Riderwood Village in Silver Spring.  

 

I changed my role as secretary of the Parkwood 

Residents Association to new roles: secretary of the 

Riderwood Democratic Club and secretary of the 

Riderwood Opera Forum.  (Some things never 

change.)  I miss my Parkwood friends and 

neighbors but am busier than ever with 

birdwatching hikes, exercise classes, a play-reading 

group, two book groups, concerts, etc. My favorite 

activity is eating with friends in one of the eight 

restaurants and cafes that are a part of this 

community. 

 

Paul Snyder. 

(The article about Paul appeared in the Winter 2022 

Newsletter beginning on page 3. He is Parkwood’s 

centenarian (perhaps the only one?).  The good 

news, as you will read, is that he is still hale and 

hearty and doing very well.) 

 

Jeff asked me to give an update on my life since my 

100th birthday which was on December 5, 2021. As 

we all know life has its changes as we get older, and 

I am no exception. I am doing quite well 

healthwise, although it was determined at my 

annual eye examination that the macular 

degeneration in my left eye has reached the full wet 

stage, and nothing further can be done to help it. 

However, with the help of the right eye I can read 

fairly well but many times have to use the 

magnifying glass. I also had to go to a walker to 

help control my balance. I still use the cane to take a 

little walk several times a week.  

 

Shortly after the first of the year I was notified that 

my doctor for the past 15 to 16 years was going to 

retire and I had to get a new primary care physician. 

He was the third doctor to retire on me. I now have 

a new physician with One Medical Group; with 

offices located at Chevy Lake.   

 

I am still doing my own cooking; however, for a 

while I had a lady come in once a month to do my 

house cleaning, and I now have a lady come in each 

Monday to do the housework and also do my 

grocery shopping. She can take me for doctors’ 

appointments when necessary and whatever other 

errands there are to be done.  

 

My two boys, Mike and Dave, try to come for a 

visit at least twice a year. Mike and his wife, Liz, 

drive up from Arlington, Texas, and Dave flies in 

from California. Dave’s wife cannot come because 

of medical reasons. I always have a to do list and 

they help me get caught up with various tasks. The 

boys went with me on two doctors’ appointments 

while they were here for my birthday, and it was 

determined with the advice of the doctors that I 

have to give up driving. Which I did, reluctantly.   

 

Just recently my car was transported to my 

granddaughter in San Antonio Texas by way of a 

large car carrier. Of course, this was a dramatic 

experience. My next-door neighbor was kind 

enough to help me 

with the bill of 

lading and seeing 

that everything was 

taken care of 

before the car 

departed. I am 

pleased to say that 

the transport went 

well and arrived 

safe and sound. We 

used a transport 

company that was 

recommended by 

two people on the 

listserv. As I 

mentioned before, my boys and Liz came again for 

my 101st birthday on Dec. 5, and we celebrated 

with a small family get together.  God has been so 

good to me, and I just look forward to the next day 

and see what blessings it brings. I have a friend who 

has a five-year-old boy and the five-year-old 

wanted to see what a 100 year old man looks like, 

so they came to visit me. We got along fine as long 

as he could play with the basket of toys that my two 

boys played with when they were growing up. His 

daddy asked me if I had my choice what would I 

like for my 101st birthday present. I replied “102”.  

https://pra727684468.files.wordpress.com/2021/06/pra-newsletter-spring-2021-1.pdf
https://pra727684468.files.wordpress.com/2021/06/pra-newsletter-spring-2021-1.pdf
https://pra727684468.files.wordpress.com/2022/02/pra-winter-newsletter-on-the-website.pdf
https://pra727684468.files.wordpress.com/2022/02/pra-winter-newsletter-on-the-website.pdf
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I wish all of you a great year in 2023. Paul Snyder 

10106 Cedar Lane.  

 
COMMUNITY NOTES 

Antisemitism incidents.  During the night of January 

22, 2023, anti-Semitic flyers were placed in bags and 

weighted down so they could be thrown onto the lawns 

of homes in Parkwood, Kensington Estates, and the 

Town of Kensington. Our PRA listserv lit up with 

condemnations of this cowardly action and expressions 

of concern for those who had received them. The Town 

of Kensington immediately posted a similar message of 

condemnation. Our 2nd District Community Services 

Police Officer sent a message saying that “If you have 

cameras around your residence, please check to see if 

you captured any of these incidents.  If you have any 

information regarding these incidents, please contact 

Montgomery County Police - 2nd District Investigative 

Unit - 240-773-6700.”   

 

The Kensington Racial Justice Committee, in 

conjunction with the Anti-Defamation League (ADL) 

and the 2nd Police District of Montgomery County, 

which covers Parkwood, organized a meeting on January 

18, 2023 for residents to learn about bias and hate 

incidents in our area, and what we can do to combat 

extremism to create a safe, welcoming community for 

all. Hate crimes and racial incidents are on the 

rise both across the country and here in Montgomery 

County. The antisemitic leaflets distributed in our 

community are stark evidence of that fact.  See also 

this press release from the Montgomery County 

Council about the recent incidents at MCPS schools. 

Efforts by the ADL to report and combat such incidents 

are described on its website. 

One of the speakers was the Deputy Commander of the 

2nd Police District.  He made the point that we should 

not hesitate to call 911, even if we don't think 

something is an emergency. The operators who answer 

911 are trained in determining what is a true emergency 

and what can wait. They do not worry about calls that 

are not emergencies; they worry that people will hesitate 

and not call.  His message was: CALL and let them 

decide; the caller should not try to decide. This also 

applies to the situations like the rowdy and aggressive 

behavior that occurred in Parkwood on Saturday night, 

January 21, as reported by one of our residents on the 

listserv. 

The ADL has put a strong focus on educating 

communities about the rise in incidents of hate in our 

area. The police department is investigating and working 

hard to find the perpetrators. The challenge for all of us 

is how we can come together to put a stop to such 

incidents and support those who are the targets. 

On a lighter note, check out these walks. 
 

Noyes walkabout. For its 17th free Noyes StoryWalk®, 

The Noyes Children’s Library Foundation presents Bear 
Snores On, written by Karma Wilson and illustrated by 

Jane Chapman.  Families can read this well-loved story 

on posted signs along Antique Row in downtown 

Kensington, MD from January 14 through February 

5, 2023. The StoryWalk® begins at the Town Kiosk at 

M&T Bank, located at 10420 Montgomery Ave., 

Kensington MD, and progresses on store windows along 

Howard Avenue, continuing to its end at Frankly, Pizza! 

at 10417 Armory Ave., Kensington MD. A complete 

map can be found HERE. 10420 Montgomery Ave. 
 

 K-Town art walks.  And while you are out and about, 

check out the Town of Kensington Art Walks and Mural 

Walks, with this complete map. 

 

The Day of the Book 

Festival.  After a 

Covid induced hiatus, 

the 9th Annual 

Kensington Day of the 

Book Festival will 

return on Sunday, 

April 27 from 11 to 

4.  You and your 

family will have the 

opportunity to browse 

books and chat with 

over 80 authors of a 

wide variety of literary genres and also enjoy artist 

displays, music and literature programs, poetry readings, 

food trucks, and more.  The organizers will also have an 

exciting children's program lined up including magic, 

music, storytelling, poetry, and exotic animals. The 

festival will take place on Howard Avenue, Old Town 

Kensington, MD rain or shine. 

 

Special programs include Irish Literature and Music, 

with Irish dance and music and special guests Alice 

McDermott and Terence Winch; Multi-Cultural Science 

Fiction readings by "Mothership" anthology authors; and 

a panel on "Steampunk Literature and its Roots", hosted 

by Michael Dirda, with music by the Eli August Band 

and a Steampunk costume contest. The Nighthawks and 

Atomic Swing Club will also perform their energetic, 
dance-inspiring music. 

 

The children's program includes performances by Oh 

Susannah! and The Great Zucchini; storytelling by The 

https://pra727684468.files.wordpress.com/2023/01/town-of-kensington-re-antisemitism-incident-jan-2023.pdf
https://tok.md.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Racial-Justice-Committee-Info-Flyer-for-Web.pdf
https://www.adl.org/
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/POL/districts/2d/index.html
https://ww2.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/press/index.aspx?pagetype=showrelease&id=13243&type=&startYear=&pageNumber=&mode=
https://ww2.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/press/index.aspx?pagetype=showrelease&id=13243&type=&startYear=&pageNumber=&mode=
https://www.adl.org/
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=16hgibRcLg9zjkmsFUJCBW_CtoDQCZJY&ll=39.027447900835114%2C-77.07376974999998&z=19
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=16hgibRcLg9zjkmsFUJCBW_CtoDQCZJY&ll=39.027447900835114%2C-77.07376974999998&z=19
https://tok.md.gov/art-walk-murals/
https://tok.md.gov/art-walk-carvings/
https://tok.md.gov/art-walk-carvings/
https://tok.md.gov/art-walk-map/
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Twinbrook Tellers; and stories, songs and games in 

French with Madame Beatrice. Kids will also enjoy a 

scavenger hunt, readings by the Young Poets of the 

Exodus Poetry Workshop, and a show with exotic 

animals. 

 

Check out the full program schedule and participant lists 

on website [in process] and join Facebook page: 

www.facebook.com. Volunteers are needed to help with 

all facets of planning and organizing program teams to 

help with logistics and scheduling.  

 

From Elisenda Sola-Sole Festival Founder and 

Organizer: “We also need business sponsors as we have 

to raise over $25,000. Please join us.... It takes a 

community to put on a book festival!” Contact Elisenda 

at 2023kensingtonbookfestival@gmail.com. 

 
Wildwood Storm Drain.   

 

Those of you 

who walk on 

the Rock 

Creek Trail or 

Beach Drive 

on the 

weekends 

have probably 

noticed the 

work 

underway to 

repair the stormwater drain and the path from Parkwood 

Drive to the park.  This is due to untiring, patient, but 

persistent efforts of Parkwood resident Carol 

Fuentevilla, who has spent many months talking and 

emailing with staff of the County departments 

responsible for the making the repairs. Here is the most 

recent message Carol has received: “…the contractor 

was able to finish up the removal of the concrete channel 

and move immediately to work on the drainage fixes… 

The rain has slowed them down…, but within about a 

month (hopefully much sooner) the DOT work at the top 

of the trail and the repaving of the entire path 

connection should be complete, as long as the 

weather holds out.  Then the path can be re-opened 

permanently. We will be returning in the spring to 

plant trees, shrubs, and herbaceous plants along the 

area that the concrete channel was removed for the 

Park project.  

 

“No Parking” signs removed.  In January, the County’s 

Department of Transportation installed eight No Parking 

signs at the intersections of Saul Road and Woodfield 

Road, and Saul Road and Edgefield Road.  These were 

not requested by residents, and some who lived at these 

intersections felt they were poorly located and installed, 

and unnecessary because they did little to improve sight 

lines, which were not impaired to begin with.  Some 

residents wrote to the DOT stating their objections, and, 

at their request, Kira Lueders, PRA President, also wrote 

to the DOT in support of their concerns.  While noting 

that in accordance with the County Code, parking was 

restricted 35' from intersections, the DOT agreed to 

remove these signs, which it has done. 

 

The WJ Booster Club Used Book Sale is back for 

2023. From the organizers: “Through the wonderful 

support of our community and volunteers, last year the 

Booster Club received a record number of donations and 

increased our sales by 50% over the previous sale! We 

expect the trend to continue and will need lots of 

volunteers--both students and adults!”  

Volunteers: Sign up using the links below:  
• Sort 3 - February 12th 

• Sort 4 - February 26th 

• Book Sale Set Up - March 3rd 

• Book Sale - March 4-5th 

Donations: 

DONATE:  Books (including recent test prep and kids' 

books), Video Games, and DVD Movies  

DO NOT DONATE: Dictionaries, Textbooks, CDs, 

VHS Tapes, Toys & Games  

Donation Drop-off Dates Remaining 

School hours @ the WJ Loading Dock through Feb 24th 

(rear of school)  

Between 8am and noon at the cafeteria doors (front of 

school) on the following dates: Saturdays from 8-1 pm: 

• February 12th 

• February 26th 

Book Sale Dates (to come and BUY books):  

March 4: 9 am-4 pm  

March 5: 9 am-3 pm 

Contact WJUsedB...@gmail.com with questions. 

 

Mexican restaurant coming.  The word on our digital 

street [the PRA listserv] is that a well-regarded Mexican 

restaurant, Don Perez Tacos, may take over the space 

that had been occupied by K-Town Bistro.  

 

Parkwood history.  Lately, a lot of interesting stories 

have appeared on the listserv with memories of how our 

area “used to be” quite some time ago.  Janet, who lives 

on Edgefield, has a map of what we looked like in the 

1950s, which she has given to the PRA for safekeeping.  

There was no Beach Drive, few malls, stores, 

subdivisions, and of course no Metro.  In a future 

newsletter, your editor will collate some of stories from 

the listserv and try to include images from segments of 

the map. 

 

http://www.dayofthebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0A48A8AC2FA3FB6-20232
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0A48A8AC2FA3FB6-20233
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0A48A8AC2FA3FB6-20234
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0A48A8AC2FA3FB6-20235
https://groups.google.com/
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SAFETY AND HEALTH 

Cars ransacked.  From time to time cars get 

ransacked in Parkwood, especially when we forget 

to lock them at night.  See the first incident below, 

reported on our listserv and repeated here because 

of the aggressiveness of the incident. But even 

locked cars can be attacked, as the second incident 

reveals. 

 

At 4:33am a small gray color SUV drove up the 

wrong way of the street and multiple men jumped 

out in front of my house on Saul and Cedar. They 

went to my Jeep and cleared it out. My doors were 

unlocked, which is incredible because I always lock 

up.  

 

My car had its window smashed and then the 

center console was rifled through last night. Not 

sure what time, but I filed a police report for 

awareness. So please be aware that if your doors are 

locked, that may not be a full deterrent. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To view the full discussion of these incidents on the 

listserv see this link: 

  

 Rowdy kids at night.  As reported on the listserv, 

“My wife and I were startled by a group of about 20 

young people hovering in our yard at around 11 

p.m. this evening. They were walking up Roxbury 

Drive toward Saul/Cedar Lane. When I opened the 

front door to ask what they were doing, I was met 

with vulgarities. They continued walking up the 

middle of the street and had at least two interactions 

with drivers who were trying to get by them.” 

 

Call 911. As stated in the previous article in 

Community Notes, and repeated here because of its 

importance, the Deputy Commander of the 2nd 

Police District has made the point that we should 

not hesitate to call 911, even if we don't think 

something is an emergency.  

GOOD THINGS HAPPEN HERE 

As a testament to the true nature of Parkwood 

residents, below are several examples of the 

generosity and kindness of people in our 

neighborhood. 

 

 

The request.  Hi.  My name is Drew Joncas. I'm in 

8th grade and for my confirmation project, I am 

organizing a food drive. I would like to collect 

boxes of relatively healthy cereal to benefit the 

Manna Food Center. Over the next few weeks, I 

will have a box on my front porch for drop off.  If 

you don't have any cereal, any canned food will also 

work. I would really appreciate if you could donate 

one or two things. The address is 10139 Crestwood 

Rd. If you would like to donate but are unable to 

drop off, please reply to my mom's email and I will 

come by and pick it up. Thank you for your 

consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Drew Joncas 

 

Drew’s thank you for Parkwood’s response. I 

can’t believe how much cereal (and bonus food) 

was collected in just a few weeks. Thank you so 

much for being so generous with your donations. It 

feels good to know that there are a lot of families 

that will be able to eat something good thanks to our 

community.  

 

 

 

The request. To the Parkwood Community, 

Please see the email below from my daughter and 

her friends. They were really blown away by all of 

the donations they received! Through their project, 

they learned a great deal about the needs in our 

county, but also about the immense generosity of 

people as well. It was a great lesson at this time of 

year 

 

The thank you to our response. Thank you so 

much to all Parkwood families who contributed to 

our Confirmation project winter clothing drive! 

With your help we were able to donate 

much needed winter clothing for Montgomery 

County families in need, which totaled 540 

items including 103 children's coats, 54 men's 

coats and 47 women's coats. We felt very proud to 

make such a big impact by delivering so many 

https://groups.google.com/g/pra-listserve/c/uVSOJugcVOw/m/tGiGBVIWAgAJ
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items. We could not have achieved this without 

you! 

 

Thank you again,  

Charlotte Fisher, Olivia Strachan, and Grace 

Welsien 

 

 

Thank you all for your continued generosity to 

[Shephard’s Table.]  Both new and weekly 

contributors make this so successful. 

Last year was a resounding success as far as 

donations from Kensington were concerned!  I 

cannot thank you enough!  I love that students are 

making sandwiches, Peihan is collecting unopened 

food from the Kensington Parkwood kiddos, and  

everyone is chipping in as they can!  Bravo! 

 

 

 

And another request. This from resident Dana 

Scanlon.” If you've cleaned out your closets for 

winter coat drives, but still have an abundance of 

the smaller winter items help is here: I'm starting up  

a collection on my front porch. Items will be 

donated to DC-based "Goods for Good" which is 

assisting immigrants arriving in the area. Gently 

used men’s, women’s and children’s hats, gloves, 

scarves can be dropped off at 4409 Woodfield 

Road. Please make sure gloves are pinned together 

or one is stuffed inside the other, so the pairs stay 

together.” 

 

Parkwood’s response: Over 100 items!! “Hats and 

gloves and scarves, oh my!” Dana said as she sent 

the photo in the next column. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And it is appropriate to add this 2016 picture of 

Mark Thompson shoveling snow for his neighbors 

to the Good Things Happen Here column. 
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Parkwood Residents Association Fall Meeting 
Monday October 17, 2022- via ZOOM  

Link for ZOOM recording  
Passcode: ySF8=!N0 (last character is a Zero) 

 
Meeting Topic: THRIVE MONTGOMERY 2050 

Meeting called to order by President Kira Lueders who welcomed all attendees. Kira announced that the entire agenda 

would be focused on Thrive 2050 and asked Vice-President Jeff Griffith to lead the meeting.  

Fundamental question- how can the County create more affordable housing in a way that has the support of its citizens? 

 

Jeff reviewed the Thrive document and reminded the attendees that Thrive is a general plan- a long-range guide for the 

development of a Montgomery County which is intended to provide guidance for future housing, transportation, and land 

use, especially as it relates to our environment. It includes chapters on Parks and Recreation; on Design, Arts, and Culture; 

and on our Communication Networks. 

The focus of this meeting is on the most controversial issues:  housing and transportation with emphasis on compact 

communities and plans, or lack of plans, for implementation Thrive does not change zoning or other land use regulations 

but notes that implementation will require such changes. 

 

Stated goals of Thrive: 

• Improve County’s economy – job growth and wage income has been stagnant for several 

years; near the bottom among other jurisdictions in the DMV region.  

• Address past racial inequities and social injustices – we are still a highly segregated County. 

• Build environmental resilience – with special emphasis on storm water management and tree canopy. 

 
HOW 

• Housing 

o More and more affordable 

o Too expensive for everyone, especially those with lower incomes, but also seniors 

who want to stay here, and young families just getting started 

o A national problem – not unique to Montgomery County 

o Population will grow by 200,000 in next 20-25 years 

o Will need thousands of more housing units than we have now and are being 

planned 

o Will need multiplex units – duplexes, triplexes, quads – possibly even in 

communities currently zoned for single family homes, like Parkwood 

o WILL REQUIRE CHANGES ON THE ZONING LAWS 

• Transportation 

o Emphasis away from cars 

o Early version said “no new roads” until reality set in 

o Focus on transit, walking, biking, things like Uber and Lyft 

• Compact Communities: complete, compact communities with mixed residential and 

commercial uses, allowing residents access to basic, day-to-day services within a 15- 

minute walk, bike, or roll 

o Walk to Strosniders along safer and well-designed sidewalks except when you 

needed to pick up a 20-lb bag of bird seed or drive a child to their soccer game 

o Later versions have acknowledged that implementation would vary greatly among 

communities 

IMPACT (Thrive assumptions) 

• Economy. Businesses and jobs will come if we build enough affordable housing in 

compact communities that have equitable access to all the amenities of a well-designed 

urban center 

• Racial inequities: One way in which they will be addressed will be by building 

affordable housing in all sections of the county, thereby providing everyone with equal 

access to all country’s resources and amenities 

https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/SPKc5lQZ39kEsxUTPSm2LNUHvbBRSVOKLuR_s4Al24DigYwsJDzXuuoUk1V75-K6.nQlyhImMG4nzxykJ
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• Environmental resilience. Compact communities will need fewer resources to build and 

be more energy efficient 

IMPLEMENTATION 

• Will require amendments to our zoning laws (ZTAs) 

ISSUES 

• Is Thrive a set of recommendations or of directives? 

• Relation to the Master Planning Process? 

• Adaptable to local circumstances? 

• Community engagement in the process? 

POSITIVES 

• Raises important issues about housing, about equity, about the environment, and the 

design of our communities that we need to address 

Three speakers from nearby communities with conditions similar to Parkwood shared their views and concerns, as well as 

positive elements they saw in Thrive. 

Questions were taken at the end, as time allowed.   

First Speaker: Ellen Cornelius Ericson (her comments begin at about 8 minutes into the recording) 

Formerly on the Chevy Chase Town Council, currently chair of the Town’s Long Range Planning Committee 

• The Goal of Thrive is Visionary. What will Montgomery County look like in 2050?  

• Changing zoning is local and national issue. Change is happening. 

• Could we plan for complete communities- residential and business all within 15 minutes of walk from anywhere 

in the community? 

• She feels that the plan has shortcomings in public outreach.  

• Consultant hired by the Council to review outreach to minority communities found Lack of demographic 

information, racial representation, lack of clarity, transparency and engagement. 

• Consultant made recommendations to County Council- five specific were included in current draft. 

• Findings- People don’t want to be displaced- Transit focused only on public transit- consider cultural differences 

of communities 

Power Point Presentation (at 16:30 minutes) regarding impact of Thrive, on PRA website here. 

Second speaker: Karen Cordry (her comments begin at 25 minutes into the recording)  

Secretary and Member of the Executive Board, Montgomery County Civic Federation; and President of the Kensington 

Heights Civic Association 

• Karen began with an overview of her community and the many similarities with Parkwood and other nearby 

communities. These were planned and built as naturally occurring affordable housing (aka NOAH) in the 1950’s 

and 1960’s and have mostly remained as such until very recently. 

• She is concerned that the plan takes an approach like- Field of Dreams- plan it and it will happen. She is not 

confident that the plan accomplishes this goal.  

• Changes in housing have impact within the community 

• Any changes in one community can have spillover impact on near-by communities.   

• She believes that Thrive does not match with what the developers are interested in building- homes at the price 

point that the County needs.  

• She believes that jobs result in housing, not housing creates jobs, which is one of the Thrive goals.  

• A significant concern is that Thrive makes no mention of Covid and how that has impacted work, telework, 

commuting, public transportation and lifestyle changes. 

• She stated that those who pose these questions are not “NIMBY’s”, but concerned citizens who think Thrive is an 

idealistic document that needs a reality check. 

 

Third Speaker: Conor Crimmins (his comments begin at 39:30 minutes into the recording) 

Council Member, Town of Kensington and Co-Chair of the Town’s Development Review Board 

• Clarified definitions and jargon used in the report. 

• Conor reviewed County land use information: Montgomery County limits where housing can be placed. Although 

the County is huge, one third of the County is Agricultural Reserved. Fifteen percent of the County is Parkland.  

• Thrive is meant to have the Planning Board look at how land is used and make recommendations. 

•  Zoning changes will be required as a next step to move forward with Thrive. Some zoning changes are already in 

draft form. 

https://pra727684468.files.wordpress.com/2022/11/presentation-by-ellen-ericson-at-pra-fall-meeting-2022-thrive_update_may-25_epicofmoco.pdf
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• County Council is decision maker and planning to approve Thrive in October. (Ed. Note:  It was approved 

unanimously by the Council on October 25, 2022) 

• Naturally occurring affordable housing in the area (Wheaton, Kensington, Parkwood, Kensington Estates, Etc.) 

could be seriously impacted. 

• Developers are already targeting these areas. 

• Additional concerns not addressed are lot coverage, set- backs, green spaces, tree canopy. 

• The idea of “15-minute living” is not realistic due to traffic issues.  

• Thrive is possible in theory, not possible in practice. 

• Thrive was marketed as a solution to affordable housing yet will not create this as currently planned. And may 

actually impact the existing “attainable housing”.   

 

 Question and related discussion from the Chat room. (at 59 minutes into the recording) 

Criticism of outreach and inclusion of the general public in the Thrive process. The communities to be impacted don’t 

know about this plan and its potential consequences. 

Also, Thrive does not discuss the issue of school enrollment and school overcrowding. 

Where is the consideration of additional infrastructure costs? 

Current demographic projections indicate that low-income population will increase in future. 

How can citizens express their concerns about future impacts on quality of lives. 

County Executive does not have authority over land use issues. 

Jeff pointed out additional links that have been posted in the Chat. There will be additional and continuing discussions 

about Thrive as the new Council begins moving forward.  

Jeff announced that the PRA plans to invite the County Council member representing Parkwood to the January PRA 

Membership meeting.   

Kira thanked Jeff, the speakers and all who participated in the meeting. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:57 PM - Mary Ellen Savarese, PRA Secretary 
 
 
 
 

  

 
A list of the PRA officers and chairs of the standing and 

special committees can be found here. 

 

https://parkwoodresidents.org/about-us/#officers
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Parkwood Residents Association 
2022 Treasurers Report and 2023 Proposed Budget 

Gerald B. Sharp, PRA Treasurer 
Jan. 27, 2023 

 
A total of 329 residents paid membership dues in 2022, the smallest number of members since 2015.  Overall, 
about 500 Parkwood households are either consistent or sometimes members, due to some people not paying 
the $10 membership fee every year.  Considering that there are only 933 houses in Parkwood, support for our 
voluntary organization is impressive, even with the decline in members since we stopped hand delivering 
membership renewal forms with the winter PRA newsletter.  Although membership numbers in 2022 were 
lower than in recent years, total income for 2022 reached the second highest level and income over expenses 
reached the highest level in the history of our organization (Tables 1 and 3).  This is due to generous donations 
from our members, including two donations of $500, a $250 donation, and 10 donations ranging from $100 to 
$165.  In all 189 (57%) of members renewing or joining for the first time added optional donations to their dues 
payments.  As shown in Table 2, income in 2022 included $3,290 from dues, $5,177 from donations, and a 
small amount of bank interest for a total of $8,472.65, the second highest annual revenue amount yet recorded 
for the PRA.  Table 3 lists annual membership numbers, income and expenses since 2008.   
 
As shown in Table 2, members are continuing to use PayPal to pay membership fees and make donations to 
the Beautification Fund, mostly because we no longer distribute a printed newsletter with the membership form 
and return envelope to all Parkwood houses.  Compared to last year, there were both fewer people paying 
dues using PayPal in 2022 and fewer dollars paid using PayPal (Table 2).   
 
Table 1 details PRA expenses for 2021 and 2022 by category and lists the proposed expense amounts for 
2023. 

• Administrative costs in 2022 were similar to those of past years.  I have added to the 2023  budget the 
cost of printing and mailing membership forms to all houses in Parkwood this year in an attempt to 
increase the number of people renewing memberships or joining the PRA for the first time.   

• Newletter costs are much lower now without the annual printed newsletter that we used to hand deliver 
to all Parkwood housess.  We do print off a handful of copies to mail to members who don’t have email 
addresses and who aren’t on the PRA listserve. 

• Beautification expenses were about half as much as in prior years.  We changed landscapers midway 
in the year, and some of the work performed in previous years was not performed in 2022.  Special 
projects in 2022 included planting 200 dafodill bulbs along the path that cuts through from the end of 
Wildwood to Clearbrook.  Watch for them to bloom when it warms up.  Watch also for daffodil bulbs to 
bloom where we have planted bulbs in past years at the Parkwood Triangle where Parkwood Terrace 
meets Parkwood Drive, on Jonquil Lane, the path connecting Edgefield Road and Parkwood Drive, and 
at several other neighborhood locations.  We spent a total of $261 on bulbs and additional plants in the 
gardens.  The cost of doggy potty bags that we supply in dispensers throughout Parkwood more than 
doubled in 2022 from $319 in 2021 to $734 in 2022.  I put in budget amounts for Beautification for 
2023, but these are amounts are tentative, and we may change them when we decide on new projects 
when we meet. 

• Meeting room expenses were zero in 2022, because we did not meet in-person.  I am budgeting $200 
for meeting room rentals in 2023, but our zoom meetings have been so successful at increasing 
attendance that we may never go back to in-person meetings. 

 
Annual income over expenses since 2008 is illustrated in Table 3.  The excess in 2022 of $4329 is the most 
ever for our organization.  We have been able to keep the annual membership fee at $10 since 2003, both 
because of efforts to minimize costs and because of the strong support from our members.  Thanks, everyone, 
for your support.  If you have an idea for an improvement or special project for Parkwood that you would like to 
propose, please mention it on our listserve and come virtually to the next PRA meeting to discuss it.  We are 
open to all suggestions.  The PRA budget for 2023 will be discussed and approved at this meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Gerald B. Sharp, PRA Treasurer
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 Table 1:  2021-2022 Budgeted & Actual Expenses, 2023 Proposed Budget  
Category Actual 

Expenses 
2021 ($) 

 

Actual 
Expenses 
2022 ($) 

 

Budgeted / 
Proposed 
Amounts  

2022/2023* ($) 

Administration 
Parkwood Welcome Committee expenses 113.49 0 150 / 150 

Wells Fargo Bank fees  12.00 0 20 / 20 

PayPal fees 246.92 263.10 300 / 300 

Montgomery County Civic Federation 
(MCCF) fees (2019 & 2020) 

65.00 50.00 65 / 65 

Word Press Account for hosting PRA website 48.00 48.00 48 / 48 

Domain Registration 27.87 18.00 20 / 20 

Survey Monkey fee 0 0 200 / 200 

Misc. admin expenses  71.82 125.89 180 / 180 

Postage and printing costs to mail renewal forms 
to Parkwood residents 

  0 / 600 

Administration Total 585.10 504.99 983 / 1583 

Newsletters 
Printing costs   107.07 121.75 200 / 200 

Newsletter distribution costs of mailing printed 
newsletters to members without internet access—
postage 

45.20 15.60 100 / 100 

Total for Newsletters 152.27 137.35 300 / 300 

Beautification 
Planting perennials, new plants for gardens, misc. 119.95 261.35 500 / 1000* 

Landscaping contract (Condrey) 5550.00 525.00  

Landscaping contract (Adalberto))  1975.00 5000 / 5000 

Doggy potty bags   318.76 734.07 500 / 800 

Special beautification projects (bench & little 
library) 

0 0 0 / 2000* 

Entry sign painting 600.00 0 0 / 0 

 6588.71 3495.42 6000 / 8800* 

PRA Meeting Expenses 

Meeting room rental 0 0 200 / 200 

Projector expenses, handouts, garden party 0 0 200 / 200 

Meeting total 0 0 400 / 400 

Totals 7684.76 4137.76 7683 / 11,083* 

*Proposed amounts for 2023 are not final and may be changed after discussion by PRA members. 
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Table 2:  2020 & 2021 Receipts 

Type of Income Income 2021 ($) Total 2021 
($) 

Income 2022 ($) Total 2022 ($) 

 Dues Donations  Dues Donations  

Total dues & 
donations 

 3350 4955 8405.00 3290 5177 8467.00 

PayPal Payments (253 payments; 
total $5710) 

 (216 payments; total: 
$5277)  

 

Wells Fargo 
checking & saving 

  0.05 0.15 0.15 

Capital One 360 
savings account 

  1.17 5.50 5.50 

TOTAL INCOME $8406.22  $8472.65 

* 

 

Table 3:  Income and Expenses Since 2008 
 

Year Member 
number 

Member 
dues 

Beaut. 
Don. 

Int. Total  
Income 

Admin / 
meeting 

costs  
 

News-
letter 

Beaut. 
Costs 

Total 
Costs 

Income -
expense

s 

2008 254 2540 2212 57 4810 173 / 52 987 847 2059 2751 

2009 321 3210 2015 90 5315 291 / 107 1479 714 2591 2724 

2010 288 2880 2040 82 5002 496 / 84 677 721 1978 3024 

2011 283 2830 2505 74 5409 601 / 94 752 5607 7054 -1645 

2012 312 3120 2793 40 5953 355 / 108 1172 2150 3785 2168 

2013 276 2760 2749 36 5545 277 / 108 967 1625 2977 2568 

2014 315 3150 2751 42 5943 770 / 108 897 3399 5174 769 

2015 244 2440 3804 42 6286 360 / 110 971 4636 6077 209 

2016 330 3300 3689 18 7008 389 / 0 1354 4761 6504 504 

2017 336 3360 3262 18 6640 405 / 335 690 4739 6169 471 

2018 342 3420 4235 19 7674 477 / 516 1485 7924 10,402 -2729 

2019 335 3350 3670 19 7039 570 / 141 1009 6029 7750 -711 

2020 366  3660 4914 3  8577 489 / 0 1206 4856 6550 2027 

2021 345 3450 4955 1 8406 585 / 0 152 6589 7326 1080 

2022 329 3290 5177 6 8467 505 / 0 137 3495 4138 4329 
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Table 4:  Balance Sheet 
 

 Dec. 31, 2021 
Balances and 
2021 credits & 

debits 

Dec. 31, 2022 
Account Balances 

 
Wells Fargo checking acct. 

 
7877.02 

 
17,850.91 

Wells Fargo savings acct. 557.69 557.84 

Capital One 360 savings acct. 624.12 0.49 

PayPal acct. 7443.74 2419.28 

Cash 24.05 19.02 

Outstanding checks -13.97 0 

 
Dec. 31, 2021 Balance 

 
16,512.65 

 

   

2022 Credits 8472.65  

2022 Debits 4137.76  

 Dec. 31, 2022 Balance & 
account totals 

 
20,847.54 

 
20,847.54 

   

 
 
 
 

 

  

A red-shouldered hawk taken by Viviane Millan and identified by residents Diane Ford and 
Noelle Vargas’ “bird-loving son”.  [It is only by chance that this photo appears following the 
report by our treasurer, who is a budget hawk.]  
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Parkwood Residents Association – 2023 Membership/Renewal Application 

Each year the PRA makes available on our listserv a list of PRA members who have paid their dues.  In past years, some 

members have forgotten if they paid or not, and this gives people a way to look it up.  We will list names, street addresses, and 

email addresses.  This list will only be distributed on the Parkwood listserv and not on our website.   

 

If you do not want your name on this list of paid-up members, please check below, and we will list you as 

anonymous.   

____ Please list me as anonymous in the list of paid up members                  

 

Please print contact information for people in your household age 18 and older, who, per our bylaws, are 

eligible and may wish to vote at PRA meetings.**  (If more than two, please list at the bottom of the page.) 

 
Name-1:  _____________________________________ email address: 

__________________________________ 

 

Name-2: ______________________________________ email address: 

__________________________________ 

 

Residence Address: ______________________________________ City: ___________________  Zip: _______  

Are you a member of the PRA email listserv (check one):  ______Yes        ______No    

Information on how to join the listserv is available here: www.parkwoodresidents.org 

Copies of the PRA newsletter are sent by email to members for whom we have email addresses.  We also post all newsletters on 

the PRA website and distribute them on our listserve.    

 

If you cannot receive a copy electronically and would like a printed copy, please check below, and we will mail you printed 

copies of the electronic newsletters. 

_____ I cannot receive an electronic copy.  Please mail me a copy of each newsletter (newsletter 

mailing is restricted to members who do not have email addresses who are also not on the 

listserv) 

 

$ _____ Annual membership dues ($10 per household) $ ______   Donation to Beautification Committee 

(optional) 

Please make your check payable to: PRA or Parkwood Residents Association 

Please mail checks and this renewal/registration to this address:  

 

Parkwood Residents Association 

c/o Paula Flicker, PRA Membership Secretary  

10225 Parkwood Ct. 

Kensington, MD 20895 

 
 
** Please list at least one contact, even if anonymous; listing additional adults is optional unless they will 
want to vote at PRA meetings. 
 

http://parkwoodresidents.org/docs/membform.html?

	The Day of the Book Festival.  After a Covid induced hiatus, the 9th Annual Kensington Day of the Book Festival will return on Sunday, April 27 from 11 to 4.  You and your family will have the opportunity to browse books and chat with over 80 authors ...
	From Elisenda Sola-Sole Festival Founder and Organizer: “We also need business sponsors as we have to raise over $25,000. Please join us.... It takes a community to put on a book festival!” Contact Elisenda at 2023kensingtonbookfestival@gmail.com.

